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	Throughout the years of M.Ed. School Counseling work, my understanding of education has developed and changed. The purpose of education is for students to develop in their understanding of the created Earth, and how to practice the dominion mandate over it. The dominion mandate began in Genesis 1:26, where God appoints that mankind should rule over the skies, the earth, and the seas. Education is a part of this, so that students can understand and discover more about the created world, and how to properly exercise dominion over the Earth through work, through both schoolwork and the work force. 
	As students learn how to exercise dominion over the Earth through work, so are they learning to be productive members of society through work. This work begins with education, which enlightens students and helps them understand the world around them, and how to exercise dominion over it. Education should teach children how to critically think about the world around them, how the world around them functions, such as through science, mathematics, language arts, and the like; as well as how to engage successfully with the culture around them. These elements will create students that are ready to step into the work force or secondary education, and that are able to fulfill the creation mandate. 
Although these statements should be the goal of any Christian, educators realize that students need extra support as they are learning, growing, and developing into productive members of society that fulfill the Creation mandate. These students need to be treated with the love of Christ, and with the grace of Christ so that they may successfully navigate the struggles of schooling with the loving support of educators so that they may not only succeed but thrive. 

