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Abstract 
The purpose of education is to biblically equip the younger generations to become productive members of society by providing them with tools to help them succeed mentally, emotionally and spiritually ultimately bringing glory to the creator. Educators should focus, not just on the educational aspect of teaching, but on helping the child as a whole unit. Understanding the role of the learner and teacher, provide stability and clarity in effective teaching, promoting an environment of trust and increased success. Knowledge and truth come from one’s worldview. The Bible provides a framework for what is real and how to teach. Teachers should work hard to be aware of environmental and cultural factors that affect the student and how they learn. Working to find out student’s cultural history and background, can be a support in helping to promote equity and inclusiveness. Fostering a classroom that asks questions and celebrates differences is a start in breaking down barriers. Through classroom management, teachers can create climates that produce favorable techniques, motivating the students in the short and long-term.  
















	Introduction 
Educators carry a heavy burden. It can be an overwhelming task to manage and account for all the different curriculum, cultural, spiritual and environmental factors in the classroom, all while managing personal beliefs. Education can be a form of expression. Each student is unique, unlike another. The way a student interprets life and learning, is an opportunity for teachers to mold and shape students thought processes for success. The purpose of education is to equip the younger generations mentally, emotionally and spiritually, to become productive members of society by providing them with tools, ultimately bringing glory to the creator. 
Philosophy of Schools & Learning 

Philosophy of education, according to John Dewey, is not only the most important branch in philosophy but is also considered the philosophy of life. It provides a context for addressing important aspects of education such as policy, raised questions, goals, and other systematic issues (Alemdar & Aytac, 2022). When understanding philosophy of education, there are four subdivisions to consider: metaphysics, epistemology, axiology, and logic. The four subdivisions ask important questions such, “what is real, what is knowledge, what is moral and right, and how can we reason” (Ornstein et al., 2017. p. 164). To effectively answer these questions in an educational context, one would need to have a biblical foundation in which to support these questions. Why does one educate? To bring the creator glory. Educators need to be careful not to impose beliefs upon students but should seek to promote critical thinking skills and start healthy conversations where beliefs are involved [American School Counseling Association, (2016)]. 
My educational philosophy leans more into essentialism which is rooted in idealism/realism. It would be frivolous to say that I fully agree with each of these philosophies but parts of these philosophies are helpful and applicable to my philosophy. According to (Ornstein et al., 2017), idealism states that, “reality is spiritual, intellectual and nonmaterial” (p.165) whereas realism is the belief that objects not made by human beings exists and the mind can know about the world and it is the most reliable guide. Lastly, essentialism are basic, educational skills that favor basic curriculum at lower-level education and major disciplines at higher level education, emphasizing competition and excellence (Ornstein et al., 2017). In essentialism, I fully support educational success being the primary goal and responsibility of the educator, however, I do not believe that is their only goal. In my opinion, educators have a responsibility to the student as a whole unit, not just in education. I also do not agree with the suppression of process learning approaches. Students learning to construct and think through opinions or process, helps them develop mentally and emotionally, providing helpful tools in many different areas. Asking questions and critically thinking draws out truth. Life can get difficult if growth stops happening as the Lord gave us brains to grow. Areas I do agree with organized approaches to subject matter curriculum and the approach they take in using that curriculum as stepping stone for future instruction. In other words, students learn most efficiently and effectively when learning about research already done by scientist and scholars. They believe reinventing the wheel can be a waste of time. This can be very important for specific future career choices such as doctors or nurses. 
Instructional Practice

Religion and spirituality shape and influence individuals’ everyday life. It is displayed in our appearance as well as our ability to learn/grow. Genesis 1:27 says, “so God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them” (English Standard Version, 51/2016). If learners are made in the image of God, then it is important to display who he is, in all that is learned. This starts with open communication. Often conversations are avoided when discussing foundational beliefs, however, it is from those foundations that knowledge, morals and logic come from (Stockinger, 2019). How educators decide to teach comes from their personal philosophies and is influenced and updated over time, based on experience and the population being taught. Instructional strategies can be fluid and for me, specific sections such as subject-area approach, student-centered curriculum, and values- centered curriculum offer an opportunity to incorporate aspects of each strategy, into my philosophies. For example, in subject-area approach understanding and returning to the basic will help set a foundation for students. From there, a student-centered approach will allow students interests and needs to be incorporated into the basics and produce motivated learning. Lastly, values-centered approach provides students with working through ethical and moral development (Ornstein et al., 2017). With all three of these approaches, it will allow for me be aware and sensitive to the diverse groups of students being educated and hopefully, it will provide room for them to work through their own beliefs.
Teacher-Learner Relationship 

Educators have an amazing opportunity to interact with and impact students on a daily basis. For many students, the relationship between the teacher and student can create a welcoming, productive relationship that encourages openness and addresses the student as whole person. The greatest role an educator can fulfill is to be image bearers of the Lord. Jesus as a teacher taught with authority, he practiced what he preached, was relational and personal, and wise (Graham, 2009). Confidence in who the Lord has created me to be and understanding that my role as a teacher is to represent our Savior, will provide a solid foundation implementing my educational philosophy. As an educator, it is important for me to understand that every student is unique in their learning ability and “one size fits all” does not apply to the classroom. Creating an atmosphere of respect, trust, openness, healthy debate, intentional conversations and challenging the norm, would be the relationship that I would desire to have with a student. 
Diversity 

Since the beginning of education, “discrimination and oppression by race were deeply imbedded in our institutions” (Ornstein et al., 2017. p. 343). In 1877, segregation was in full swing in the education system. As time progressed, desegregation efforts were fought and diversity in the schools started to increase. As a future educator, understanding multicultural education is imperative for success. Cultural differences need to be taken into consideration when working with student’s (Ornstein et al., 2017. One of the ways I plan to work toward understanding culturally diverse students is through educating myself. Another way I plan on supporting diversity in the classroom is through cultivating an environment that is accepting, safe, inclusive and respectful (ASCA, 2016). 

Classroom Management
 
In the 21st century, education has seen a considerable change throughout society. The National Education Goals, have made strides over the years to provide proper resources and training for educators to effectively do their jobs. It was suggested that parents play a major role in student’s education and as such, they must become involved. Similarly, the community and business groups have a key role in providing educational support. Lastly, the student’s need to be willing to be responsible for their education (Ornstein et al., 2017). 
	In classroom management, creating an environment for students that is motivating and productive is the main goal. This instruction is done through effective teaching techniques that allow students to feel supported and cared for throughout the time in school. Some of those practices include: informing students about teacher expectations, smooth transitions in-between activities, providing assignments to students that pique their interest, evaluating the classroom for inattentiveness and confusion, being careful to not publicly embarrass a student, remaining flexible, creating tasks that draw on prior knowledge, teaching self-management skills, awareness of cultural backgrounds and ensuring students are involved in a learning community in the class-room(Ornstein et al., 2017). 
Conclusion 

Education is a gift that should never stop being cultivated. It flexes the brain muscle and challenges the individuals to never stop growing. Although educator share a heavy burden, the future generations depend on our faithfulness. Understanding the why and how of education, helps educators to effectively manage a classroom, bringing awareness to the multicultural relationships as well as the student/teacher relation. Equipping the younger generations to become productive members of society and helping them to succeed mentally emotionally and spiritually, is my philosophy of education. 
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