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My philosophy of education and how it has developed throughout my preparation program

	My philosophy on education has always been to prepare students to go out to the world to find their calling and passions. When I first began this program, I did not realize how much of an important role a school counselor played in the role of a school. A school counselor really advocates for the students’ and their abilities to have equal rights and opportunities. I have always been in the traditional classroom setting and had no idea how in depth a counselor’s job really is. 
	The beginning of the program I thought I would do a lot of counseling children. Helping families with needs, such as signing up for Medicare, finding community resources such as food banks, clothing drives, and other opportunities were all things I was prepared for being a school counselor. I was not prepared for all the heart ache that came along with the job. 
In Georgia, the DEFACS system is very broken. Trying to report incidents and getting students the help they need is very hard. The DEFACS case workers either do not do anything about it, investigate and close the case, or just completely ignore the case all together. Not having a good DEFACS effects the children’s behavior, academic abilities, and their social lives. While this is not directly linked to Education, this preparation program has opened my eyes to the lack of resources counselors have in order to help students come to school and be successful in academics, their behavior, and socially because of the lack of resources that DEFACS provides. My philosophy has not necessarily changed, but it has grown in depth to helping advocate for children that have been abused and neglected. 
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