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What I have learned through research and reading about the Jewish culture and the Jewish family is that they are a very strong family unit. A Jewish man and woman come together as two halves to make a whole. Family is important to Jews, since most couples do have children like many other religions. The book, Ethnicity & Family Therapy states that “Some adult Jews feel that they will always be children, who, in their parents’ view needs to be cared financially and otherwise” (McGoldrick & Preto, 2005 pg. 670). This is very different from other cultures and religions, since in most cultures parents guide and train the children to be independent as adults. Marriage is an important aspect of the Jewish community, but just like in other cultures, some Jews are choosing not to marry at such a young age.  According to Love, Marriage, and Jewish families, “for the first time in recent Jewish American history, the proportions of Jewish men and women from the ages of 20 to 35 are not married” (Fishman, 2005, pg. 34). This is interesting because the Jewish community is like many other cultures where the age of getting married and having children is starting to become older and older. Even though marriage among Jews was very important for a long time, changes are starting to occur within the Jewish community. Jews now  expect intermarriages, lesbian and gay couples, and adopted babies from other cultures. According to the book, Ethnicity & Family Therapy, “increasingly, the modern Orthodox community accepts the adoption, and conversion of babies from other cultures” (McGoldrick & Preto, 2005, pg. 670).
	In the past the Jewish culture would not be accepting of intermarriage and in some cases children that would intermarry would be cutoff. Times are changing and according to the book, Ethnicity & Family Therapy, “80% of respondents to the American Jewish Committee opinion concurred that “intermarriage is inevitable in an open society” (McGoldrick & Preto, 2005). The most important piece of information that I learned though research is that the Jewish family culture is a close knit family bond that is changing and becoming more accepting through generations. 
	 
	There were several keys things that I learned through exploring the media and internet sources for the Jewish show. The first media platform I learned about is a children’s show, called Shalom Sesame. This show teaches children about the Jewish culture and holidays. This show is even useful for adults that are explaining and expanding their knowledge about the Jewish culture as well. In the article, Shalom Sesame: Using Media to Promote Jewish Education and Learning, it states, “One such educational media project is Shalom Sesame, a series of 12 DVDs (and accompanying website and YouTube channel) that were released in 2010 and 2011, and designed to enhance preschoolers’ under- standing of Israel and Jewish culture in all its diversity. Each half-hour DVD addresses a central theme—such as Israel, Hebrew, or Jewish holidays, customs, and values” (Fisch & Lemish, 2013). It is very important for young children to start learning from an early age the importance, history, and the culture of the Jewish religion. This is a fun and entertaining way for children to learn about their history and the holidays that Jewish people celebrate. This show is always a good show for people that are just beginning to learn about the Jewish culture. Shalom Sesame has cute and entertaining ways of sharing about the culture and Jewish history. The article then goes on to state some of the feedback from the show. The DVD focusing on Israel raised great interest in visiting the country. For example, in the family survey, the unaffiliated parent of one 5-year-old said, “Not only has he absorbed educational facts, but he is also curious about what he has learned AND wants to go to Israel now” (Fisch & Lemish, 2013). When I was watching the show it also taught me things about the Jewish culture that I was unware of. The particular episode I watched was teaching about the Jewish tradition of Passover. This is one of the most important Jewish holidays. The Jewish Passover celebrates and recognizes the Israelites escaping from Egypt. The show simplified the Passover making it easy for a person to learn about a very important Jewish tradition. 
	The one thing that surprised me about the Jewish culture is how important family is and how parents support their children in adulthood.  When I read that parents sometimes financially support children when they are adults, I was rather shocked. Another surprising thing I learned was how Jewish people as a whole are very highly educated. Shalom Sesame is what children watch at a very young age, which was surprising because they are already getting a great deal of knowledge. 
	My research through the internet and the literature about the Jewish culture is going to become very helpful as I go through the rest of my Immersion project. I have learned a great deal through literature and the internet about the Jewish culture. I have learned how smart and well educated this culture is. They start educating their children from such a young age by introducing them to shows such as Shalom Sesame. I have new knowledge about a culture that I did not know anything about prior to doing this project. The Jewish culture is an interesting culture that is very highly educated and has very good family values. This project has brought a culture to my attention that I had never studied before. The Jewish culture has very well rounded people with good values. They put their family first and make sure their children have a great education, so they can one day get a good professional job or career. The Jewish culture is highly respected and well educated as whole.
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For my cultural immersion project part 2 I attended Jewish Synagogue services with an acquaintance. These services were at a modern orthodox Jewish synagogue. It seemed like any other church service I had ever been to. I was greeted with respect and made to feel welcome. At first I did not feel out of place. The first difference that I noticed about the service is that it took place on a Friday evening. This was odd to me because protestant services are always on Sunday morning or evening or Wednesday night.  I noticed that no one carried a Bible. They had the Torah, which is their version of a Bible. Everyone was dressed in church casual, like Protestants dress, so the clothing was nothing out of the ordinary. The sermon was hard to follow. Some parts of the sermon I got lost in. I got lost when the rabbi started referring to the Torah. I had no prior or previous experience reading the actual text, so it took me a while to catch up and understand where the rabbi was coming from. I’m a visual learner, so when I’m in a church service I like to follow along in the Bible about the subject that is being preached about. Because I was not familiar with the Torah, there was some parts in the sermon that I did not understand. The rabbi preached that service about integrating prayer regularly in your day to day life. 
	Some of things that I expected and researched about this culture were true in the Jewish Synagogue service I attended. The strong family unit that I had researched was true. During the service, many people were with their family or people that they considered to be family.  One thing I did notice to be true is the women did look more mature and older. There did not seem to be many young couples that came to the service. Everyone that had families looked to be more mature and in their late thirties or older. The girl I went with to the service is about twenty- four years old and is not married.  She said that is normal for ladies of the Jewish culture to be in their mid- twenties and not be married. I did not see or observe anyone in an obvious intermarriage relationship. I did not ask anyone if that is something that their synagogue accepted, but everyone that was together as partners seemed to from the same race. The one thing that I learn to be true is the Jewish culture takes family very seriously.  Everyone at the service was sitting with and having fellowship with their family. 
	Some of the things that the Jewish people believe in I do not agree with. I don’t celebrate Hanukah. I celebrate Christmas. I believe in God and that Jesus was the Messiah, not just a prophet. Their worship traditions are different from mine and that made me feel out of place. Experiencing the Jewish synagogue affected me emotionally because I was touched that they were willing to open up and show me their culture and lifestyle, even though we have different beliefs.  It was a great experience to able to walk into another culture’s place of worship and learn how they worship and about their lifestyle. I enjoyed asking people questions and getting to know individuals better in how they live their lives. The people that I met at the synagogue were really nice and open and wanted to make sure I left the synagogue knowing and understanding more of what the Jewish culture really is about. 
I also thought that it was great that women had more leadership in this particular culture. The Jewish culture is open to women being treated more fairly, I think that is wonderful that the Jewish culture is giving women a voice in their religion. The Jewish culture was welcoming and kind. They did not make a big deal about me being present or make me feel awkward or out of place. 
I think that I responded the way I did because I already knew what to expect going into the synagogue.   I researched and watched videos about the Jewish culture and their beliefs. While I do not agree with everything that they talked and preached about and their cultural traditions, I had a positive and open experience. People were genuinely nice and accepting. I think that being welcomed and accepted made it a positive experience for me. I knew exactly what I was going into and did my research beforehand. 
While my beliefs may not line up perfectly with the Jewish culture, I do understand that many people are Jewish and that is a culture that is important to understand. I also responded positively because I want to do as much research as possible, so I will be knowledgeable about the Jewish culture and can counsel people in the Jewish community as proficiently as possible. My response was very positive about this culture because I was welcomed and accepted. The Jewish culture wanted to help me in anyway and made my response positive towards the Jewish community. 
Through attending this event I learned how important family and community are to the Jewish people. I loved how they all took the time to greet each other and have a conversation before going in and sitting down in the synagogue and again after the service. I also learned how welcoming and inviting this particular culture is. I discovered that Jewish people are highly educated and hold very good and prestigious jobs in the community. Several people that I talked to had jobs such as attorneys, doctors, nurses, and school teachers. It was very interesting to be able to witness firsthand what the Jewish traditions and community are about. Studying the Jewish culture was noteworthy, because before this project I had little knowledge about the Jewish culture, however now through studying, researching, and attending this event I have explored a new culture that I am much more knowledgeable about. 
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For my cultural Immersion project part 3, I interviewed a Jewish man named Taylor. Taylor grew up in a home where both parents were Jewish. He has always been part of the Jewish culture. He stated that his parents pushed him very hard in school to excel and to achieve his personal best in academics. His parents pushing him to his best has paid off because Taylor is now an attorney. This result is very similar to the research that I did. According to the book, Ethnicity and Family Therapy, it states, “Jewish parents reflect the emphasis given in education and professional achievement” (McGoldrick, Giordano, and Preto, 2005). Taylor said that school was always the second most important thing in his home, behind his Jewish faith, that his parents expected him to excel at. He stated that in most Jewish homes education is very important because your parents want you to grow up and be successful in your community. Taylor remembered that in his childhood and teen years, people asked a lot of questions, especially around Hanukah and Passover. He said that most of his friends were Protestant or Catholic, so they were often times confused on why he did not celebrate Christmas and Easter. His traditions were somewhat strange to his friends, however the older he got the more accepting people became of his religious differences.
	He said that his family has very strong and close knit bonds, even today as grownups. He grew up with one brother and one sister. They often went to synagogue as a family and sat together and socialized with the other families after the service. He said that his parents were the reason that he wanted to excel in academics and do his best. He grew up with parents that were well off and has always wanted to give his children the life he grew up having. 
	Taylor was very open throughout the interview. He answered all of my questions and he gave a honest and straight forward answer about what he believed in and how he chooses to live his life. I think that he was so honest and open because he is a strong believer in what the Jewish culture teaches and believes and he wanted me to learn about the Jewish culture. He was helpful at giving me a firsthand experience on how someone in the Jewish culture grew up and continues to live their life. 
	The key cultural points and experiences for Taylor would be growing up in a town and a school where he was a minority. All of his friends were Protestant or Catholic. He still prayed, went to the synagogue, and firmly lived out what he believed and what he was taught throughout his life. Taylor felt like being a minority in a group really pushed him to make good decisions in order to become successful. He said that disappointing his family and his Jewish heritage is really what pushed him to make good grades and excel at school. In the book, Ethnicity and Family Studies, it states it is almost obligatory that Jewish children go to college, graduate, and pursue a professional course of studies (McGoldrick, Giordano, Preto, pg. 672, 2005). The book states education is very important in the Jewish community and this no different for Taylor. He said that he has wanted to become an attorney since he was in middle school and so he studied and worked hard to make his dreams come true. Taylor stated that he has a strong relationship with God, he studies the Torah on a daily basis, and he is living out what he believes to be God’s calling in his life to be a lawyer. Taylor felt like he grew up in a “typical Jewish family”. His mother was a homemaker and his father went to work. 
	From talking to and interviewing Taylor, I think that being in the Jewish culture provides an identity and a sense of belonging. Taylor was born and raised as a Jew. He stated in the interview that being a part of the Jewish culture was the only thing that he knew growing up. He said his Protestant and Catholic friends had traditions such as Christmas and Easter that always felt odd to him, because he celebrated Hanukah and the Passover. He said though even though he does not believe in these traditions, he is still respectful of them and enjoys gaining new knowledge about other religions and their practices. 
Taylor seemed very comfortable with his culture and was also very knowledgeable about the Protestant and Catholic religious and cultural traditions as well. He said that he enjoys reading and learning new information and knowledge. As a child, his parents read many other cultural and religious books to him  and he continues to seek knowledge about other cultures and religions. Taylor also has many Protestant and Catholic friends, therefore he has been exposed to their traditions and cultures. 
My emotional response to Taylor is very positive and accepting. Through researching this topic, going to the synagogue, and interviewing Taylor, I have come to realize that Jewish people are very nice, warm, and tolerant people. While I may not agree with all of their particular beliefs, I do think highly of the Jewish culture for being kind and accepting toward me and my project. 
So many times, I am quick to judge a religion that’s not Christianity, but by researching this religion it has changed my outlook. While I do not agree with what the Jewish faith believe, I do like how they are a professional, highly educated culture who puts family before anything else in life. Taylor did excel at academics in school because he knew that his parents expected this and it would make his parents proud and it would pave the way to a great future for him and his future family. Relating to Taylor in this area is very easy for me to do. I want to make my parents proud by doing my best in school and I also want to do my best so I can have a great future like Taylor. 
The interview personalized the Jewish culture for me and brought the Jewish culture to life. Before starting this project, I knew very little about the Jewish culture. I have never been around anyone that was Jewish. Hearing Taylor’s responses to the questions that I asked made the culture feel more personal. He grew up in a family that was Jewish from the time he was born. He has never known another religion. I also thought that is great to interview someone to reconfirm what I had researched. During my research, I learned how academic success is very important to the Jewish community and being a professional with a great job is important to the Jewish community. 
The added knowledge that I got from this interview is hearing and understanding firsthand that Taylor felt like a minority growing up when his friends followed the Protestant and Catholic faiths. It was surprising to me to actually get the experience to talk to someone that does not celebrate Christmas and Easter. Both holidays are very important in the Protestant and Catholic faiths. Overall, the interview only added to my knowledge and it also helped me to understand what it is really like growing up in the Jewish culture.
	The way I can pray for people in the Jewish culture is that they will find forgiveness, redemption, and salvation in God. This particular culture is very nice and welcoming, but some of their ideas and practices are not how God has instructed us and are wrong and sinful. I hope that Taylor and all of the other people that I met through doing this project come to know Christianity and walk with God and have a relationship with him. I understand that Jewish people consider themselves Christians, but some of their particular practices and beliefs do line up with what the Bible instructs us to do and how the Bible teaches us to live our life. I hope one day all of this people can worship and find faith in God. I will continue to pray for these people and the Jewish culture.  I enjoyed getting to know this culture and see how this culture lived their life firsthand. I feel as though I now have knowledge about this culture and can accurately help and counsel Jewish people better, because I understand some of their beliefs and what their culture is like. 
	Even though I do not agree with everything that they believe in, I do respect their hardworking attitude, academic excellence, and their family values. I will continue to pray for this culture that through me or another Christian, they will come to know Christ. 
	The most enjoyable and most successful part of the assignment for me would be the Cultural Immersion part 2. Going to the synagogue and experiencing firsthand how Jewish worship and interact and how they respect family values was a very positive part of my cultural assignment. Visiting the synagogue gave me much more information about the Jewish faith and will help me counsel Jewish people more successfully.  I think that in order to really understand a culture it is important to go to the cultural events or place they take place and experience it firsthand to grow more knowledge and understanding. 
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