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Matters
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* 6th grade students

* 30 minutes, every Monday and Thursday
* 6 Sessions

The group consisted of 3 females and 2 male
students
*  Multiculturalism included: African American,
Caucasian, and Hispanic students.

Goal:

« Students participating in the group learned
interventions on how to prevent chronic
absenteeism. We explored topics of social
stressors and learned what is and is not an
appropriate reason for missing school. We
learned how attendance affects friendships and
academic performance.




Existing Data

Sources

Data Sources Used:

» PowerSchool and T.I.P meeting with
Jim Tolbert, attendance officer for the
Gretna school district, and judge for
J&D court, as they discussed the
differences between chronic
absenteeism and truancy.

Data sources used to determine the need
for the group and its relevance at the
school.
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Description of

Project

This group was designed to meet the needs of
students who were chronically absent. Chronic
absenteeism has been a concern district wide since
the start of the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Group Details:

« Student participation and attendance was key for
success of the group.

* Screening and group member recruitment was
determined based upon needs assessments and
existing data sources.

* Group goals included, learning why it is important
to attend school and how to prevent unexcused
absences.

« Sessions consisted of ice breakers, group
discussion, and activities to help them become
more engaged.



Pre-AlA

Specialties
and Rationale

(B.1) Demonstrates the ability to apply and adhere to
ethical and legal standards in school counseling.
(D.2) Provides individual and group counseling and
classroom guidance to promote the academic,
career, and social/lemotional development of students
(F.1) Demonstrates multicultural competencies in
relation to diversity, equity, and opportunity in student
learning and development.

(H.1) Assesses and interprets students’ strengths and
needs, recognizing uniqueness in cultures,
languages, values, backgrounds, and abilities.

(J.1) Applies relevant research findings to inform the
practice of school counseling.

(L.1) Conducts programs designed to enhance
student academic development.

(N.3) Consults with teachers, staff, and community-
based organizations to promote student academic,
career, and social/lemotional development.
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CIT adequately addressed Pre AIA standards applied and used in the group project


ASCA
Mindsets and

Behaviors
Rationale

*  Mindset Standards:

“M 1. Belief in development of whole self, including a healthy
balance of mental, social/emotional and physical well-being.”
(ASCA, 2022).

“M 2. Sense of acceptance, respect, support and inclusion
for self and others in the school environment.” (ASCA, 2022).
“M 3. Positive attitude toward work and learning.” (ASCA,
2022).

* Behavior Standards:

“B-LS 1. Critical thinking skills to make informed decisions.”
(ASCA, 2022).

“B-LS 4. Self-motivation and self- direction for learning.”
(ASCA, 2022).

“B-SMS 1. Responsibility for self and actions.” (ASCA, 2022).
“B-SMS 6. Ability to identify and overcome barriers.” (ASCA,
2022).

“B-SS 2. Positive, respectful and supportive relationships
with students who are similar to and different from them.”
(ASCA, 2022).

“B-SS 6. Effective collaboration and cooperation skills.”
(ASCA, 2022).



Artifacts

Take a look at our work!
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improvement have more time with the students
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the escape rooms sound interesting
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This group was designed to be goal-focused,
evidence-based, well-planned, and short-term
according to ASCA’s School Counseling
Framework. (ASCA, 2022).

Ensuring the cultural sensitivity of the group, it
was crucial to build rapport and make all the
students feel welcome and safe in the meeting
space.



We looked at attendance rates from the
beginning of our sessions through our
stopping point. There was an increase in
attendance amongst the group members.

| gave a pre and post test which showed
me the growth of the group and the
interventions that we learned.
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