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Abstract

	While some people argue that one can have a successful life without an education, educators should foster a safe and welcoming environment for students because students should be excited to learn, education can open doors to a more successful future, and once someone receives an education, it can never be taken away. Educators have the responsibility to instill knowledge in learners. Children are naturally curious and want to learn all they can. Learning should be fostered in schools to encourage students that education can make them successful in life. Students should be taught that education is the only thing that cannot be taken away. It is the responsibility of all educators: teachers, paraprofessionals, school counselors, administrators, and other faculty to create an environment enjoyable for all students.  


       I agree with the philosophy of existentialism. Existentialism promotes the personal growth of students by making significant personal choices. (Ornstein, et al., 2017). Education is valuable and can lead to a more successful future. Although some may argue that one can have a successful life without an education, those who choose not to follow the educational route must learn how to do what they are pursuing. I do not believe everyone is destined to be a neuroscientist or find the cure to cancer, but education allows people to pursue a better future and dream careers. While some people argue that one can have a successful life without an education, educators should foster a safe and welcoming environment for students because students should be excited to learn, education can open doors to a more successful future, and once someone receives an education, it can never be taken away.
Philosophy of Schools and Education
As previously stated, this writer believes in the value of education, as many philosophers and educators prior. One theory I find to fit my philosophy of education is the existentialism theory. Existentialism is a theory that promotes the personal growth of students by making significant personal choices. (Ornstein, et al., 2017). Although it can be difficult to teach with existentialism in mind, this writer believes that students have the power to make their own choices for their education. 
	Students have the right to a safe and welcoming learning environment. Educators that follow the existentialism theory chose to become educators, and now they must allow a safe place for students to do the same. However, a major concept in existentialism theory is coping with the threat of others attempting to take away the freedom of choice. Learning is something that students should be excited to do, in the opinion of the writer. Hence, it is the personal responsibility of the educator to foster the love of learning.
	
The existentialism theory promotes that student can make their own choices. Suppose the student has the proper tools and assets from their learning environment. In that case, the choice of continuing education is probable, but why should educators instill the love of learning into students? Education can lead to a more fulfilled life, including pursuing life-long dreams and careers that will benefit all humankind. Although some will argue that one can lead a successful life without a formal education, which is true, education can open doors to a brighter future.
Instructional Practice
	Existentialist educators believe that learners learn from making personal choices. Therefore, educators should foster a safe and welcoming learning environment that encourages learners to grow academically and personally. This philosophy's epistemology teaches learners to choose the knowledge they find appropriate in their lives. Existentialism axiology includes "human beings create their values through their choices." (Ornstein, et al., 2017). However, teaching from an existentialistic perspective can be difficult for some educators.
	Since existentialism theory is based upon the values of each student, it can be difficult for educators to teach with this perspective. As teachers and other educators are not legally and ethically bound not to share their values and beliefs with students, it can seem to be a daunting task to teach students wanting them to learn from personal choice. Teachers do not have the option to create curricula and standards to meet the holistic needs of individual learners, as most states have adopted standards of learning testing. Existential educators should focus awareness on learners making their own educational choices.  
	
Demonstrating classroom management and instruction can be difficult to incorporate the diverse needs of students. Nevertheless, diversity is a wonderful tool for learning. Diversity can bring new ideas and viewpoints to the educational setting. Educators must allow students to learn about people and ideals that may be different from theirs. Teachers can foster this by allowing students to be open with their personal experiences and make their own choices about their diversities to improve their education.
Teachers and other educators, like school counselors, can integrate the existentialism theory into classroom and guidance instruction. They can encourage learners to make their own decisions to achieve this goal. First, learners must be taught the difference between right and wrong decisions. This need is mostly met in the home and can be educational goal specific in the school setting.
Teacher-Learner Relationship
	The teacher-learner relationship is crucial to the academic success of a learner. If a student knows their teacher cares about them, then the more they will care to learn from them, "kids do not care how much you know until they know how much you care." (Bartlett, 2007). Educators are role models for learners. Since beginning my career in education, it has been my goal to help students in every appropriate aspect of their lives.
Professional school counselors and teachers can collaborate to improve academic, socio-emotional, and post-secondary opportunities by fostering a safe and welcoming learning space, allowing students to make their own choices for their education, and showing them how education can be life-changing. School counselors focus on three primary areas in students' lives, academic, socio-emotional, and career. Teachers and counselors can integrate curricula to stimulate growth in all three areas. By doing so, students will have an opportunity to receive a quality education and have the freedom to make their own choices.
Diversity
The topic of diversity is a "hot-button" discussion in today's time. Many turn to local and national news stations and hear about discrimination within our world. However, educators have a special role in the lives of learners. Teachers, school counselors, and other educational professionals can create safe learning spaces by having a zero-tolerance discrimination policy and teaching kindness.
Educators can implement a zero-tolerance discrimination policy in their schools and the classroom. A zero-tolerance policy would ensure that students would be safe to express their diversity without fearing ridicule by their peers. Schools also have the resources to teach children kindness. School counselors work with students at the elementary level on how to practice boundaries, process emotions in a healthy manner, and much more. Learners have the resources available to be kind a respectful of their peers.
My Calling
This writer grew up in a family of educators. The value of education was constantly stressed to me; the only way to succeed was to have a college degree. I will be thankful for the support I received throughout my lifetime, but I also chose to continue my post-secondary education. I believe that all learners can decide to change their life with an education. Also, I could not be in my master's program without the support and strength of The Lord.
All my life, I knew I wanted to be a school counselor. However, my parents steered me away from a career in education, so I chose to pursue a career in social work. Social work was a fulfilling and content career, and I felt called to follow my passion. So, I decided to continue my educational journey and start my master's degree program. I left the world of social services behind and began working at a local elementary school, where I found my passion true.
I felt God calling me to serve Him in our public-school systems. The area in which I live is very rural and underserved. I am constantly reminded of The Lord's Prayer when thinking of my journey ray then like this: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil." Matthew 6:9-13. (The Jesus Bible, 2019). "Thy will be done" are moving and insightful words for this author because I believe we all are to serve a purpose on this earth: to serve Our Lord.
Conclusion 
Every learner can make their own educational choices. The educator's responsibility is to foster a safe and welcoming environment for students so they can be excited to learn. Education can open doors to a more successful future; once someone receives an education, it can never be taken away. Educators can challenge and encourage students to pursue education and reach their goals. This can be accomplished by supporting and encouraging learners in academic, socio-emotional, and post-secondary needs. School counselors, teachers, and other educators should collaborate to accommodate the needs of students for the betterment of their futures.
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