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Abstract
All students are capable of learning, and it is the educator’s responsibility to build a classroom environment where students feel safe, heard, respected, and encouraged to grow academically and emotionally through individualized instruction, development of critical thinking skills and creativity, and overall responsibility to society.  Understanding one’s philosophy of education is a key element when implementing curriculum, interacting with students, and creating a class culture. These beliefs and values help form relationships among students and forge a roadmap for instruction. Educators empower students to utilize the skills necessary to be a successful adult. To do this, teachers understand the whole child which allows individualized learning to occur. Teachers empathize with diverse backgrounds, abilities, and learning styles that influence perspectives, behaviors, and achievements. Education is not just ensuring the state standards are taught, but it also encompasses the whole child, giving students the tools and life-skills to be confident members of society while ensuring their overall well-being.
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Eclectic Education: A Philosophical Approach
	As early as the Paleolithic Era, societies understood that to preserve their culture, older members had the responsibility to teach the youth their ideals through enculturation (Ornstein et al., 2017). This was accomplished through lore, songs, pictures, and ceremonies. Once writing became the norm, and societies developed from hunter-gatherers to domesticated cities, education made necessary advancements. Over time, through progression in liberty, technological growth, as well as race and gender equality, schools have dramatically evolved. The purpose of education in modern society is to ensure an equitable education in state standards for all students while empathizing with their well-being, including learning styles, of the individual whole child. Avenues to achieve this evolution incorporate various philosophies including components of pragmatism, constructivism, essentialism, and progressivism; an eclectic approach.
[bookmark: _Toc529359668][bookmark: _Toc529449460][bookmark: _Toc31899674]Philosophy of Schools and Learning
	Students cannot be merely given knowledge of basic subject matter to be successful in life. To be productive members of society, children need understanding of basic subject matter along with necessary life skills: creativity, critical thinking, and social responsibility. Life is not a trivia game in which you will be only rewarded for recollecting historical facts or successfully applying a mathematical algorithm. Life encompasses the ability to think creatively and outside-of-the-box when perplexing situations arise. Life is becoming a productive member of society for the greater good of all people. Without creativity, critical thinking, and sense of responsibility outside oneself, life would remain the status quo and growth will cease to exist. Education constructs capable members of the community. This requires an eclectic approach that pulls from various philosophies of education (Yussif, 2019).
	The eclectic approach to education involves parts of essentialism, pragmatism, constructivism, and progressivism. Essentialism acknowledges basic skills and subject matter that is necessary in human development and a functional society. Components of pragmatism are relevant because many individuals are more productive learners when they are exposed to direct experiences and interact with tasks at hand. Constructivism enables students to take ownership of their education by being active participants. Teachers must tap into students’ intrinsic motivations to build initiative and independence. The philosophy of progressivism promotes the implementation of essentialism, pragmatism, and constructivism through individualized learning activities that allows creativity, critical thinking, basic knowledge skills, and autonomy.
Instructional Practice
	Learning occurs when a comfortable learning environment exists and meets the individual child’s needs. Mikerova et al. (2018) referenced an article by Fraser (2015) stating education significantly influences mental development and can be affected by the learning environment. Within this environment, various practices should be used to administer the state standards. Educators should identify their students’ strengths and attempt to incorporate the students' learning styles in assignments. This may not be feasible with every lesson but utilized when applicable. In addition, delivery of information should incorporate deductive and inductive logic, perhaps even rote memorization at times. The numerous philosophies and processes presented are necessary given the many subjects taught in elementary school. For instance, when incorporating pragmatism, posing a phenomenon in science and allowing students to explore a generalization to deduce it to its cause, is much more rewarding than merely stating the principle. When teaching art, you don’t talk about painting, you paint! In reading, the Socratic Method is a classic activity when attempting to access core themes in novels. This may be a form of idealism, but I argue that it is also a pragmatic and constructivist approach as students take ownership of their knowledge, form their own opinions, and back it up with evidence. Progressivist projects such as Genius Hour evoke these responses from students as well. It is not a one-size-fits-all method for every student in every subject. Lessons should allow students to engage in developing their creativity, problem solving, reasoning, collaboration and critical thinking skills when learning basic skills in all subject matter. Through differentiation, this is achievable, but teachers need to comprehend their role in the classroom to identify each child’s needs, and the students must be active participants in their own education.
Teacher-Learner Relationship
	Students learn best when they are in an emotionally comfortable environment. It is the teacher’s responsibility to create a positive classroom culture where mistakes are expected, questions are encouraged, and respectful constructive feedback is requested. The role of the teacher is to encourage, support, advocate, and guide students while teaching the state standards and assisting in cultivating a successful human being that is a productive member of society. The student’s role is to actively engage in lessons and work collaboratively with others while giving their best effort. A study by Mathews and Lowe (2011) indicated that students’ critical thinking is affected by the classroom environment, including the relationship between student and teacher, the subject matter, collaboration among students, and the activity or task to complete. This may be a great predictor in student achievement. When teachers understand their role in their students’ lives, and act accordingly, students recognize and feel valued. It is important for teachers to be fully invested, after all, it comes from the heart, not to ensure God accepts us, but to offer thanksgiving to Him (Graham, 2009).
Diversity
To recognize the individual child when differentiating instruction, educators need to account for various factors of diversity. This includes the student’s religion, ethnicity, culture, socioeconomic status, and overall worldview. My teaching career began in Southern California, roughly one-hundred miles north of Tijuana, Mexico. I taught upper elementary regular education, special education, English language learners, and gifted students at a Title I school with 86% economically disadvantaged students and 95.6% minority enrollment (U.S. News, 2021). While respecting the differences between our cultures, educators need to understand that each individual child’s background influences his/her perspectives and behaviors, in all races and cultures. Education isn’t just ensuring that the state standards are taught, but as an educator and an honorable human being, teachers need to show compassion and understanding towards these cultural differences. 
It is essential to meet students where they are at, academically and emotionally. This may change day to day, as external factors influence our classrooms. After 9/11, a Muslim student of mine suffered anxiety and depression. Outside influences affected all of my students, but the culture of this particular student played a prominent role in her emotional state and ability to focus in class. After Covid shut down schools and at-home online learning ensued, I became more aware of the socioeconomic differences among my students. Many students were not given the support needed in the home since either both parents needed to provide income for the family or the single mother was consumed with the sole task. My approach to education shifted to meet them where they were at.
A Personal Note

	I have spent the last twenty years as an elementary school teacher and have learned that I love helping children.  Undoubtedly, this is where my heart is.  It’s helping children learn to be comfortable in their own skin, to show generosity and kindness to others, to be empathetic, and everything else that empowers and creates a confident and successful adult. Students need to learn how to read critically, write effectively, solve problems efficiently, and understand their responsibility to and with their community to be productive members of society. 
I am aware that not all teachers share my perspective when it comes to my personal philosophy of education. Many teachers feel their role is simply to ensure the state standards are taught for their specific grade level. This year I am switching roles, and it will be my first year as an elementary school counselor. I have always been on the right path, just not necessarily in the right lane. When I obtain my Master of Education in School Counseling from Liberty University, I intend to continue teaching children, but rather than incorporating my philosophy of education in subject content like reading, math, science, etc., I’ll be more available to teach the whole child.
Conclusion
	As stated, there is no one-size-fits-all approach to education. The interests, history, background, abilities, disabilities, culture, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, etc. of each child is of paramount importance in education. With an eclectic approach to education that incorporates elements of various philosophies, differentiation of instruction is accessible and valued. Fostering life skills like creativity and critical thinking honors diversity, promotes autonomy, and gives all students access to the tools they need to be competent and successful members of society.
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