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Abstract


Building relationships and a classroom community are of the utmost importance. After those relationships are built, then learning may begin. Education is a vehicle to a purpose-driven life. In order to reach the students, you must ensure their basic needs are met to the best of your ability, and relationships and community are built based on the five principles of a positive classroom. 






























	Education is one of the most important, character shaping experiences in a child’s life. Reaching those students who struggle academically and social emotionally, is of the utmost importance. In order to make the whole school experience as beneficial for every single child, a teacher must teach to the whole child. In order to accomplish this goal, a teacher must build a community within their classroom. This classroom community will foster belonging, love, friendship, and importance for each student. After those relationships are built, the learning can begin.  
Philosophy of Schools and Learning 
	
 When it comes to education, knowledge is power. Education is the gateway to a successful life, a life with purpose, and a way to fulfill God's purpose for you in this world. According to Teaching Redemptively, the purpose of education must be related to the purpose of life. Some would say that education isn't that important or necessary, but in my experience, it was my way out of a life that was looking bleak, with a chance to rise above the life I had. Children have an innate drive to learn. When we force students to learn at a pace, they are not ready for, they will lose their love of learning. While I teach in a public school and I do not push my Christian beliefs on my students, I do use words like purpose, and grace. It is so important to me, that my students know that they are important and created for a purpose. 
During a staff meeting we split into groups and talked about our school mission and school vision. In order to do this, we examined our values as a school and brainstormed how we achieve the mission. After completing this task, I examined how they line up with my own educational philosophy. 


Instructional Practice
	My personal philosophy is that in order to educate a child, you must first build a relationship with the child. One of my favorite theorists on what motivates people, in this case a child. Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs states that certain needs must be met in order to reach full potential. The foundation of Maslow's pyramid is basic needs, those needs must be met in order for a child to be ready to move to the next level, safety. The third level is love/belonging. This is where I believe teachers and educators can fill that gap by building communities within the classroom that show love, grace, understanding, and belonging. This will nourish the child and motivate them to want to learn. 
	Recently the school I have been teaching in became a Trauma-Informed School. As I was going through the training Trauma-Informed Practices resonated with me. Schools that use Trauma-Informed Practices focus on social-emotional education, school safety, discipline, and positive behavioral intervention supports (PBIS) (Thomas et al., 2019). At our school, I am the S.E.A.L (Social Emotional Academic Learning) Coordinator, part of my job description is implementation and utilization of social emotional learning and PBIS. In the book Behavior Interventions Strategies for Educators, Counselors, and Parents, the author Amie Dean talks about the “Five Principles for a Positive Classroom”. The five principles are; every child is born with a unique gift to offer the world, there are no bad kids just kids trying to do their best with what they have, all behavior is an attempt to communicate a need, connection before content, our student’s behavior is not our fault, but our response to the behavior is our responsibility.  (Dean, 2021) These five principles are what guide my interactions with students. 

Teacher-Learner Relationships

	I believe that the teacher-student relationship is of the utmost importance. A child needs to feel heard, loved, and safe. Teaching Redemptively says that loving your neighbor brings glory to God. By loving God above all else and loving your neighbor, God's light will shine through you. Part of Trauma-Informed practices is showing students grace. For example; a student shows up late to school and therefore late to class. As a teacher, you have a few options. You can yell at the student about the importance of showing up to school on time and respect, or you can say “I am so glad you are here.” and both options end with a marked tardy, but only one makes the student feel as though they belong and are loved. Neither option takes away a consequence for the action. The idea is that, if a student feels as though they belong and are loved, they will want to come to school. Showing students that you love and care about them builds that relationship. Children will feel safe and loved in your classroom and they will feel a part of a community and that they are important. Simply put, show love like Jesus. 
Diversity
	All students enter the classroom at different learning levels, abilities, socioeconomic backgrounds, ethnicities, and cultures. Each of these and more need to be taken into account by the teacher. Many of these factors affect the learning of the students. For example, if a child comes to school tired, hungry, and scared, the child will not be ready to learn. There are a few strategies teachers can use to implement and promote equity and inclusion within the school. One of my favorite activities is a daily morning meeting. This is a time to connect with each student and assess where their mental status is. There are many activities that a teacher can search online to build that classroom community. One of my favorite behavioral theorists is Amie Dean. She specializes in ways to reach those challenging students and recognizes diversities among students by giving them a voice and celebrating each individual child. 
Community
	Building a strong classroom community is essential for reaching those challenging students. Those challenging students are my calling and the reason I am pursuing my degree in counseling. The most effective way to handle classroom management is to first build relationships with each and every student remembering the five principles of a positive classroom talked about above.  Once those relationships begin to strengthen, the students will work for you, because they know you care. This does not mean that there will not still be challenging moments. This means that when something happens, the teacher has built a relationship with the student and challenging problems are easier to manage.  
Conclusion
		Building relationships and creating a school and classroom community is essential for all students to be successful. Once all students’ basic needs are met at school, they will be ready to learn. There are many ways to build strong relationships and community within your classroom and school. Teaching by the five principles talked about by Amie Dean, is the driving force behind my personal philosophy of education.

References

Dean, A. (2021). Behavior Interventions : Strategies for Educators, Counselors, and Parents. National Center For Youth Issues.

Graham, D. L. (2009). Teaching Redemptively : bringing grace and truth into your classroom. Purposeful Design Publications.

McLeod, S. (2020, December 29). Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. Simply Psychology. https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html (Links to an external site.) 

Thomas, M. S., Crosby, S., & Vanderhaar, J. (2019). Trauma-Informed Practices in Schools Across Two Decades: An Interdisciplinary Review of Research. Review of Research in Education, 43(1), 422–452. https://doi.org/10.3102/0091732x18821123

