• Prompt #1
 In your own words, summarize how serving in both elementary and secondary schools has contributed to your understanding of the diverse developmental needs of K-12 students, including exceptionalities? What have you learned about how K-12 students differ in their development and approaches to learning? How have you created opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners? 

Serving in both elementary and secondary schools has contributed to my understanding of the diverse developmental needs of k-12 students by recognizing differences in students and doing anything I can to help them learn to their best ability. All students have different learning approaches so being able to advocate for students in a way that benefits their education is important. K-12 students differ in their development and approaches to learning in several different ways. Learning styles, content and processes look different depending on the grade. Providing students with extra time on tasks, offering audio recordings for students and breaking large tasks into smaller pieces so the students don’t get overwhelmed are ways that I have created opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners. 

• Prompt #2
 The Association for Spiritual, Ethical, and Religious Values in Counseling (ASERVIC) states, “The professional counselor recognizes that the client’s beliefs (or absences of beliefs) about spirituality and/or religion are central to his or her worldview and can influence psychosocial functioning.” How have your field experiences contributed to your understanding of the importance of including K-12 students’ religious and spiritual supports, especially if religion and spirituality are valued by the K-12 student? 

My field experience has contributed to my understanding of the importance of including K-12 students’ religious and spiritual support by recognizing the overall benefits it has on the students. Incorporating spirituality supports inclusive learning about religious diversity, allows students to express compassion and impacts students’ goals and decision making. If religion and spiritualty are valued by the K-12 student, they should be able to express themselves. 


• Prompt #3
 How have your field experiences contributed to your understanding of the importance of including the K-12 student's family, community, and culture as a source of support? 

Including the K-12 student’s family, community, and culture as a source of support is all around important. As school counselors it’s our duty to not only support students academically but also to support students’ overall well-being. Having as many resources as possible and collaborating with others will help make a positive impact on the students. The more support we have, the more support we can offer to the students. 


• Prompt #4
How has your field experience strengthened your professional identity as a school counselor? What aspects of the school counselor's role, scope of practice, and the referral process have you learned from collaboration and consultation?

My field experience has strengthened my professional identity as a school counselor by recognizing that the more I learn, the better school counselor I can be for the students. My professional identity was enhanced through experience and being able to absorb information and always pay attention to details during the school day. I was able to recognize that a school counselor’s role is much more than just meeting with students. Maintaining a positive relationship with everyone around us is important because it benefits the students. Being able to collaborate and consult with teachers, parents, school psychologists, school social workers, administration, other school counselors, and the community will ultimately benefit the students.
