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Psycho-Educational Small Group
Practicum Student Name __Detrae Sapp-Odumgba__________________________________________________
Practicum Site ____Macedonia Elem/Middle _________________________________________________________
Practicum Site Supervisor ___Quintin Salichs________________________________________________
Please note: The following psycho-educational small group project is to align clearly with the standards for school counseling and are to be related to improving student academic achievement. Collaborate with your site supervisor to ensure that the project is beneficial to the group members and meaningful for you. Your project will need to align with the standards listed on the Pre-Advanced Internship Assessment (Pre-AIA Practicum Competencies). It is possible for a project to align with more than one standard listed on the Pre-AIA. List all standards (number of the standard is sufficient) that align with your project. 
Psycho-Educational Small Group Topic: Improving Kindergarten Attendance Through School Engagement and Routine Building
Grade Level of Small Group Participants: Kindergarten
Briefly Describe Goal of Small Group: (What skills, knowledge, or behaviors will your students take away from participating in this group?) 
The goal of this psycho-educational small group is to support kindergarten students in developing positive school engagement, understanding daily school routines, and building consistent attendance habits. Through developmentally appropriate activities, students will learn strategies that promote comfort within the school environment, increase readiness for learning, and encourage regular school attendance. The group aims to strengthen students’ sense of belonging and responsibility, which will contribute to improved academic performance and long-term school success.
A. Provide two existing data sources to identify and support the need for this group at this practicum student’s particular site. (Examples: behavior data, attendance data, academic achievement data, grades, test scores, etc.)

Attendance data obtained from PowerSchool will be used to identify kindergarten students who demonstrate frequent or chronic absenteeism. Preliminary review of attendance records indicates that approximately 25–30% of kindergarten students at the practicum site have missed 10 or more instructional days during the current academic term, placing them at risk for academic delays. This data highlights patterns of inconsistent attendance that may negatively impact early literacy and numeracy development.
In addition, teacher observations, classroom participation records, and informal attendance referrals will be reviewed to identify students whose irregular attendance affects classroom engagement, adjustment to routines, and learning readiness. These combined data sources will provide a comprehensive understanding of student needs and inform group selection.

B. Needs Assessment: Discuss who will be surveyed to support the need for this group at this practicum student’s particular site. (Examples: students, parents/guardians, faculty, administrators, counselor advisory committee, etc.) 

The need for this psycho-educational small group will be assessed through surveys and consultations with multiple stakeholders. Kindergarten teachers will be surveyed to gather information regarding student attendance patterns, classroom engagement, and learning challenges related to absences. The school counselor will collaborate in analyzing attendance data and identifying students who may benefit from early intervention.
Additionally, brief parent and guardian surveys will be distributed to better understand family-related factors that may influence attendance, such as transportation challenges, health concerns, work schedules, or access to resources. School administrators will also be consulted to ensure alignment with school-wide attendance goals and policies. This collaborative approach will support accurate identification of student needs and promote shared responsibility for student success.

C. Identify which Pre-AIA Specialty Standard(s) the group aligns with and provide rationale for this identified alignment. (Examples: FOUNDATIONS, COUNSELING PREVENTION & INTERVENTION, DIVERSITY & ADVOCACY, ASSESSMENT, RESEARCH & EVALUATION, ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT, COLLABORATION & CONSULTATION, and LEADERSHIP.) 


This psycho-educational small group aligns with multiple Pre-AIA Specialty Standards.

i. Academic Development is addressed by promoting consistent attendance, which is essential for early academic skill development in reading, writing, and mathematics. Regular school participation increases instructional exposure and supports academic growth.
ii. Counseling Prevention & Intervention is reflected through early identification and proactive intervention aimed at preventing the development of chronic absenteeism and related academic difficulties.
iii. Collaboration & Consultation is demonstrated through ongoing communication and partnership with teachers, parents, administrators, and the school counselor to support student outcomes and address attendance barriers.
These standards collectively support the development of a comprehensive and preventative counseling intervention.





D. Identify how the culminating project: psycho-educational small group is culturally sensitive. Describe how issues of conflict, bias, prejudice, oppression, and discrimination are to be addressed during the group’s implementation. Identify strategies included in the group that promote a positive, caring, and safe learning group environment. 

This psycho-educational small group will be implemented using culturally responsive and developmentally appropriate practices that respect the diverse backgrounds of kindergarten students and their families. The group will acknowledge that attendance challenges may be influenced by cultural values, family responsibilities, economic conditions, transportation limitations, or health-related issues.
Instructional materials, visuals, and activities will reflect diverse cultures, family structures, and community experiences. Communication with families will be provided in accessible language, and translated materials will be offered when necessary. Group discussions will emphasize empathy, respect, and understanding of individual circumstances.
Strategies such as positive reinforcement, inclusive storytelling, cooperative activities, and flexible problem-solving approaches will be used to address bias, reduce stigma, and promote fairness. A safe, caring, and supportive group environment will be established to ensure all students feel valued, respected, and encouraged to participate.

E. Describe how you plan to evaluate your group for data to show success as well as areas to enhance and/or improve. (Helpful hint: which data- from your initial data sources- will you re-evaluate to show growth, learning, or will be positively impacted by your small group program?)

The effectiveness of the psycho-educational small group will be evaluated using multiple data sources. PowerSchool attendance records will be reviewed before and after group participation to measure changes in attendance patterns and reductions in chronic absenteeism.
Teacher feedback will be collected through structured rating forms to assess improvements in classroom engagement, routine adjustment, and learning readiness. Parent and guardian feedback will be gathered to evaluate changes in family awareness and support for attendance. Brief student check-ins and observational data will be used to assess students’ attitudes toward school and daily routines.
Pre- and post-group comparisons will be analyzed to determine program effectiveness. Findings will be used to identify strengths, areas for improvement, and recommendations for future group implementation.
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Practicum Student Signature _______________________________     Date _____________
Signature required. Typed name not accepted. 
Practicum Site Supervisor Signature ___________________________ Date _____________
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