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	Autism Spectrum Disorder 


“A variety (or spectrum) of related disorders that affect a child’s social development and ability to communicate and that include unusual behavioral manifestations such as repetitive motor movements” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 143). 











	An individual must meet criteria A, B, C, and D:
A. Persistent deficits in social communication and social interaction across contexts, not accounted for by general developmental delays.
B. Restrictive, repetitive patterns of behaviors, interests, or activities. 
C. Symptoms must be present in early childhood (but may not become fully manifest until social demands exceed limited capacities).
D. Symptoms together limit and impair everyday functioning. 

(Kirk et al., 2015, p. 146)
	· Lack of Theory of the Mind (the ability of human beings to understand the thinking and feelings of other people that is necessary for understanding, predicting, and shaping the behavior of others). 
· Acting out or aggressive behavior due to limited ability to communicate.
· Hypersensitivity to sensory stimuli
· Trouble with important thinking skills like decision-making, problem solving, executive function, and the more complex mental processes of reasoning and evaluation. 
· Difficulty with a range of motor skills such as gross motor, fine motor, and motor planning. 

(Kirk et al., 2015, pp. 148-150)

	· Early intervention and early diagnosis
· Naturalistic intervention Peer-mediated instruction and intervention
· Social narratives of social stories; Comic strip conversations
· Prompting; visual supports
· Creating Structure
· Improving Social Skills
· Functional Behavior Assessment 
· Assistive Technology (voice output communication aids)
· Focused Intervention Practice
· Comprehensive Treatment Models (TEACCH, EIBI)

(Kirk et al., 2015, pp. 154-161)


	Emotional/Behavioral Disability 

A disability that negatively impacts a child's academic performance and is marked by a child demonstrating one or more of the five specific characteristics as described by IDEA criteria over a lengthy period and to a significant degree (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 262). It also includes schizophrenia but does not cover maladjusted kids.









	Children evaluated as having an emotional/behavioral disability must meet the following criteria: 
(i) difficulty learning that is unexplainable by health, sensory, or intellectual factors
(ii) difficulty maintaining positive relationships with peers and teachers. (iii) inappropriate behavior or feelings. (iv) a persistent mood of unhappiness or depression.
(v) a tendency to develop ailments or fears related to personal or school issues.
	· The student fails to make sufficient academic progress.
· The child exhibits an incapability to create interpersonal relationships, as marked by having no friends either in or out of school.
· The child exhibits deviant behaviors or feelings under normal conditions.
· The student is notably unhappy or depressed outside of the academic setting.
· The child exhibits physical symptoms related to personal and/or school problems and not due to medical issues.
	· Early intervention and support
· Implementation of a multi-tiered system of support (MTSS) framework
· Wraparound support
· Use of assistive technology in educational instruction
· Initiatives to build social competency
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	Hearing Impairment/Deaf

Deaf
Deafness is a disability that is severe enough that a student cannot absorb linguistic information through hearing, even when aided by amplification or hearing aids. This hearing loss negatively impacts the child’s educational performance.

Hearing Impairment
Hearing impairment is defined as a permanent or variable defect in hearing that can negatively impact a child's academic performance but is not considered under definitions for deafness degree (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 377).
	Deaf
Students exhibiting hearing loss above 90 decibels are considered deaf.

Hearing Impairment
Students with hearing loss below 90 decibels are considered to have a hearing impairment (Tennessee Department of Education, 2018).
	· Communication difficulties
· Difficulty hearing
· Delayed language development
· Academic underachievement
· Lipreading
· Slight, moderate, or severe hearing loss
	
•	Hearing aids
•	Speech-to-print systems
•	Visual voice tools
•	Sign language
•	Communication amplification tools
•	Residential Schools for the Deaf

(Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).














	Intellectual Disability 

Intellectual disability is typified by significant challenges in cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior, including conceptual, social, and practical skills, which are apparent before the age of eighteen.












	
· Impairments in intellectual abilities—including problem-solving, judgment, academic learning, reasoning, abstract thinking, and learning from experience—validated by clinical evaluation and personalized standardized IQ testing.
· Deficiencies in adaptive functioning severely impact the individual's ability to meet developmental and sociocultural standards for independence and social responsibility.
· The emergence of these deficiencies during childhood
	• Memory Problems
• Language deficit
• Lack of Curiosity
• Difficulty with problem-solving or logical thinking
• Problems with following verbal instructions
	· Positive behavior interventions and supports (PBIS)
· Individualized Education Program (IEP)
· Practice with Reinforcement
· Reciprocal Teaching
· Role-Playing and Dramatization
· Use of Hands-on Manipulatives
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	Learning Disability

Learning disability refers to a disorder that affects one or more of the psychological processes involved in understanding and using language, such as listening, thinking, speaking, writing, spelling, or mathematical calculations. Conditions included in this definition include perceptual disabilities, brain dysfunction, dyslexia, brain injury, and 
developmental aphasia (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 186). 
	The student has trouble learning and using academic skills in specific areas like word decoding and reading comprehension. - Interferes with academic achievement or activities of daily living that require these skills (“Annual Research Review: The nature and classification of reading ...”)
- Not primarily the result of intellectual disability, sensory impairment, or environmental factors
	- Difficulty with reading (dyslexia), writing (dysgraphia), or math (dyscalculia)
- Challenges in processing and retaining information
- Poor organization and time management skills
- Inconsistent academic performance
- Difficulty following instructions or understanding abstract concepts

	- Difficulty with reading (dyslexia), writing (dysgraphia), or math (dyscalculia)
- Challenges in processing and retaining information
- Poor organization and time management skills
- Inconsistent academic performance
- Difficulty following instructions or understanding abstract concepts
(Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).





	Multiple Disabilities 

“Concomitant impairments (such as intellectual and developmental disabilities—blindness or intellectual and developmental disabilities—orthopedic impairment) that result in severe educational needs that require special services” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 423). 











	- Concomitant impairments that result in severe educational needs requiring special services
- Combination of intellectual and developmental disabilities with other impairments such as blindness, orthopedic impairment, or other significant challenges

	
- Complex combination of challenges affecting multiple areas of development
- Significant limitations in intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior
- Unique learning needs and educational requirements due to the combination of disabilities
- Varied degrees of severity and impact on daily functioning
- Often require specialized support and individualized interventions

	
- Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) with comprehensive goals and accommodations
- Collaboration with a multidisciplinary team of specialists
- Assistive technology for multiple disabilities
- Adaptive equipment and environmental modifications
- Personalized learning approaches tailored to individual needs
- Functional skills training for daily living and independence
- Transition planning for post-school opportunities and community integration
- Ongoing assessment and adjustment of educational strategies to meet evolving needs (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).




	Orthopedic Impairment

“A severe orthopedic impairment that adversely affects a child’s educational performance (e.g., cerebral palsy, amputations, and fractures or burns that cause contractures)” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 423)







	 - Severe orthopedic impairment that adversely affects a child's educational performance (“Orthopedic Impairments – Understanding and Supporting Learners with ...”)
- Examples include cerebral palsy, amputations, and conditions resulting in contractures due to fractures or burns

	 limitations or challenges in mobility and motor function- Physical
- Difficulty with fine or gross motor skills
- Impacts on daily living activities and participation in educational settings
- Varied levels of severity and functional limitations
- Need for specialized equipment, accommodations, and support services

	- Physical therapy and occupational therapy services
- Adaptive equipment and assistive technology for mobility and access
- Environmental modifications for accessibility
- Individualized accommodations and supports in educational settings
- Collaboration with physical therapists, occupational therapists, and other specialists
- Transition planning for post-school independence and vocational opportunities
- Positive behavior support and social-emotional learning strategies
- Peer support programs and inclusive practices for social inclusion
(Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).
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	Other Health Impairment  
  
“Limited strength, vitality, or alertness, including heightened alertness to environmental stimuli, that are due to chronic or acute health problems such as asthma, attention deficit disorders, diabetes, epilepsy, cystic fibrosis, ,heart conditions, hemophilia, lead poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, ulcerative colitis and Crohn’s disease, rheumatic fever, sickle cell anemia, or Tourette syndrome and that require special educational services”  (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 423).   
	- Limited strength, vitality, or alertness due to chronic or acute health problems (“Other Health Impairment - Center for Parent Information and Resources”)
- Conditions such as asthma, attention deficit disorders, diabetes, epilepsy, cystic fibrosis, heart conditions, hemophilia, lead poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, ulcerative colitis, Crohn's disease, rheumatic fever, sickle cell anemia, or Tourette syndrome that require special educational services

	- Physical or health-related challenges impacting daily functioning
- Fluctuating levels of alertness or energy
- Need for accommodations or support related to health conditions
- Potential impact on academic performance and social interactions
- Varied medical needs and management strategies

	 - Individualized Health Care Plans (IHCPs) or Section 504 Plans
- Medication management and monitoring
- Health accommodations in educational settings
- Communication with medical providers and specialists
- Sensory accommodations for environmental stimuli
- Emotional and behavioral support related to health conditions
- Education and awareness programs for peers and school community
- Transition planning for health management and academic success

(Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).



	Speech-Language Impairment

 A communication disorder that adversely affects a child’s educational performance. (“Speech-Language Impairment - Georgia Department of Education”)

(Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).



	- Individualized Health Care Plans (IHCPs) or Section 504 Plans
- Medication management and monitoring
- Health accommodations in educational settings
- Communication with medical providers and specialists
- Sensory accommodations for environmental stimuli
- Emotional and behavioral support related to health conditions
- Education and awareness programs for peers and school community
- Transition planning for health management and academic success

	- Difficulty producing speech sounds accurately (articulation disorder)
- Challenges with language formulation, comprehension, or expression
- Stuttering or fluency disorders
- Voice disorders affecting pitch, volume, or quality
- Social communication difficulties or pragmatic language challenges

	- Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) or 504 Plans with speech therapy goals
- Speech-language therapy services provided by a licensed speech-language pathologist
- Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) devices
- Visual supports and communication boards
- Classroom accommodations for listening, speaking, and social interaction
- Peer support programs for communication and social skills
 (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).


- Collaboration with teachers, parents, and support staff for consistent support
- Assistive technology for speech and language support
(Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).
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	Traumatic Brain Injury  

“An acquired injury caused by an external physical force, resulting in total or partial functional disability and/or psychosocial impairment that requires special educational services” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 423). 
	
- Results in total or partial functional disability and/or psychosocial impairment
- Requires special educational services to address the impact on learning and development

	- Cognitive challenges such as memory deficits, attention difficulties, executive function impairments
- Physical impairments affecting mobility, coordination, or sensory functions
- Emotional and behavioral changes including mood swings, irritability, and social challenges
- Variable impact on academic performance and adaptive functioning
- Need for comprehensive assessment and individualized interventions

	 - Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) with specialized goals and accommodations
- Cognitive rehabilitation and compensatory strategies
- Behavioral intervention plans for emotional and social challenges
- Assistive technology for cognitive support and communication
- Multidisciplinary team collaboration with medical professionals and therapists
- Transition planning for post-injury support and long-term goals
- Positive behavior support and social-emotional learning programs
- Environmental modifications for accessibility and safety
 (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).





	Visual Impairment, including Blindness and Deafblindness

Deafblindness: “Concomitant hearing and visual impairments, the combination of which causes severe communication, developmental, and other educational needs that require special services” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 423). (“EXCEPTIONALITY CHART - Top Grade Professors”) (“EXCEPTIONALITY CHART - Top Grade Professors”) 

	


- Visual impairment, including blindness or deafblindness
- Concomitant hearing and visual impairments causing severe communication, developmental, and educational needs
- Requires special services to address the combined impact on learning and development
















	- Challenges with visual acuity, field of vision, or perception
- Difficulty accessing visual information or materials
- Sensory compensatory skills development
- Communication barriers due to combined hearing and visual impairments
- Unique learning needs and adaptations for academic success

	- Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) with specialized goals and accommodations
- Braille instruction and tactile learning materials for students with blindness
- Orientation and mobility training for independent travel skills
- Adapted technology for accessing information and communication
- Communication supports for students with deafblindness
- Collaboration with vision and hearing specialists
- Sensory integration strategies for environmental accessibility
- Peer support programs and inclusive practices for social inclusion
 (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).









	EXCEPTIONALITY
 &
DEFINITION
	CRITERIA FOR
SERVICES 
	CHARACTERISTICS
	GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/SCHOOL COUNSELOR INTERVENTIONS/TECHNOLOGY


	Developmental Delays    

"“In the United States, defined by each state, and can occur in any of the five critical domains: cognitive, communicative, social-emotional, motor, and adaptive development” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 79)." (“Exceptionality Chart Assignment.docx - 1 EXCEPTIONALITY...”) 
	
- Identified through state-specific criteria and assessments
- Require special services or interventions to support development and academic progress

	- Delayed milestones or skills in cognitive development (thinking, learning), communicative development (language, speech), social-emotional development (relationships, emotions), motor development (movement, coordination), and adaptive development (daily living skills)
- Variability in the severity and impact of delays on daily functioning
- Individualized needs and challenges in different domains of development
- Requires ongoing assessment and support to address specific areas of delay

	 - Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) or Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSPs) with targeted goals and interventions
- Early intervention services for infants and toddlers with developmental delays (“Making Hope A Reality: Early Intervention for Infants and Toddlers With ...”) (“Making Hope A Reality: Early Intervention for Infants and Toddlers With ...”)
- Developmentally appropriate instructional strategies and activities
- Multidisciplinary team collaboration with educators, therapists, and specialists
- Adaptive technology and assistive devices for learning support
- Social-emotional learning programs and behavior interventions
- Support for families and caregivers in promoting development and learning
- Transition planning for continued support and services as the child progresses
 (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).





	Cognitive Functioning/Impairment

Impairment in cognitive functioning refers to challenges in thinking, reasoning, problem-solving, memory, attention, and other cognitive processes.


(Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).

	













- Cognitive impairment that significantly affects a child's ability to learn, process information, and engage in academic tasks.
- Challenges may include intellectual disabilities, learning disorders, processing deficits, memory impairments, and executive function difficulties.
- Require specialized educational services and support to address cognitive challenges.





	- Below-average cognitive abilities impacting learning and academic achievement.
- Difficulty with memory, attention, problem-solving, and abstract thinking.
- Varied levels of cognitive impairment, from mild to profound.
- Challenges in processing information, understanding concepts, and applying knowledge.
- Need for individualized interventions and accommodations to support cognitive development.

	- Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) with cognitive goals and accommodations.
- Differentiated instruction tailored to cognitive abilities and learning styles.
- Multi-sensory teaching approaches to enhance learning and memory.
- Cognitive remediation programs to build cognitive skills.
- Executive function training for organization, planning, and self-regulation.
- Assistive technology for cognitive support and academic success.
- Collaboration with special education teachers, therapists, and support staff.
- Ongoing assessment and adjustment of instructional strategies to meet cognitive needs. 
(Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).
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	Language Developmental Disorder  

"“This disorder involves difficulties with any combination of spoken, written, and symbol systems used to share ideas and messages." (“Likely be involved in planning and delivering - Course Hero”) Language disorders may impact understanding and use of (a) language form (phonology, morphology, syntax), (b) language content (semantics), or (c) language function (pragmatics)” 
(Kirk et al., 2015, p. 293). 
	- Challenges in understanding and using language across different components (form, content, function).
- Specific difficulties with phonological processing, grammar, vocabulary, and social communication.
- Require specialized interventions and support to improve language skills and communication abilities.

	- Difficulty with speech sound production, grammar structures, word meanings, and social communication norms.
- Challenges in following directions, expressing ideas clearly, and engaging in conversations.
- Varied levels of language impairment affecting academic performance and social interactions.
- Need for individualized language therapy and communication support.

	 - Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) or speech-language therapy goals.
- Speech-language therapy services targeting specific language areas.
- Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) devices for communication support.
- Social skills training and pragmatic language interventions.
- Visual supports and communication boards for language comprehension and expression.
- Collaboration with teachers, parents, and support staff for consistent language support.
- Assistive technology for language development and communication enhancement. 
(Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).





	Social Developmental Disorder

-Social Communications Disorder involves difficulties in social interactions, social communication, and social understanding.

-Challenges may include deficits in using verbal and nonverbal communication for social purposes, understanding social cues, and engaging in reciprocal social interactions. (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).




	





- Impairments in social communication skills that impact social relationships, social understanding, and daily interactions.
- Require specialized interventions and support to enhance social communication abilities and social skills.













	- Difficulty with initiating and maintaining conversations, interpreting social cues, and understanding non-literal language.
- Challenges in adapting communication styles based on social contexts and expectations.
- Limited use of gestures, facial expressions, and body language to convey social meaning.
- Varied levels of impairment in social communication impacting social relationships and peer interactions.

	- Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) or social communication therapy goals.
- Social skills training programs targeting specific social communication deficits.
- Role-playing activities, social scripts, and video modeling for social interaction practice.
- Peer support programs and social groups to enhance social skills in a supportive environment.
- Communication strategies for interpreting social cues and responding appropriately.
- Collaborative efforts with teachers, speech-language pathologists, and counselors to promote social development.
- Assistive technology for social communication support and practice.
 (Kirk et al., 2022, p. 397-401).
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	Cultural/Ethnic/Socioeconomic Factors/ELL   
 
“Many students for whom English is a second language have difficulty learning in American schools and may be referred to special education as a result” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 57). 
	The criteria for services should be the same for the exceptionality of a student with English as the primary language as it is for a student with English as a second language. 
	Students who fall under the characteristics of a specific disability, but also who have other cultural/ethnic/socioeconomic factors or variables. 
	· Test students with nonbiased assessment that include the use of interpreters, “culture fair” tests, and separate norms. (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 56). 
· Mindful interpretations of the tests.
· “The RtI model Tier II, which allows for additional support for learning short of referral to special education” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 57). 

	Medical Aspects/Major Health Impairments 

A broad range of exceptionalities that involve medical attention/care. 
	
“When children are dealing with serious health problems, their life and education will be impacted. The support needed for each child will depend on the range and severity of the problem…medical experts take the lead on the diagnosis and planning medical interventions, while the general education teacher takes responsibility for needed daily supports and for knowing the appropriate protocols for initial response in an emergency” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 427).   







	A wide variety of medical health impairments that could include: 
· Asthma
· Cancer
· Sickle Cell Anemia
· HIV/AIDS
· Acquired Diseases
	“Advances in medicine have led to lifesaving interventions for children with physical disabilities and health impairments. As medical interventions have improved, the life expectancy for children with severe disabilities has been extended. Improved medical interventions are also increasing the survival rate for soldiers who have been wounded…medical supports also can enhance the quality of individuals who have lost limbs regain functioning, new blood sugar monitors can maintain a continuous check to help regular diabetes, improvements in surgical procedures for infants allow doctors to repair heart defects, and new treatments for cancer have led to nearly 80 percent survival rates for children” (Kirk et al., 2015, p. 421).   
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