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Abstract
	This paper discusses the various factors in teachers facilitating student success. It emphasizes that good teachers focus on significantly more aspects of school other than simply imparting information to the students. This paper examines the additional skills students must learn during their school experience while also providing information on how teachers can go about implementing practices that support this goal. Ultimately, this paper advocated for teachers to provide students with all the support they need in order for them to succeed both academically and in life. 
Introduction
	No other career directly shapes and influences the lives of children like the job of a schoolteacher does. Students often spend more time with their schoolteachers in class than they do with their own parents. They spend their whole day learning from and interacting with their teacher, and it greatly affects their life. Because teachers have such an influence on students and spend so much time each day with them, it is crucial that they make this time valuable and positively influence the students. Teachers have the job of preparing their students for the future. It is on teachers to ensure that their students will gain the necessary knowledge and life skills and practices they need to succeed in life. Because school is more than just gaining informational knowledge, more practices must be put in place to ensure every student is receiving what they need. Because of the magnitude of the importance of receiving a good school education, teachers must strive to become the kind of teacher their students need in order to not only succeed academically but also to learn how to succeed in life. 


Philosophy of Schools & Learning
	The purpose of school is to provide students with everything they need to succeed in life. Schools should provide their students with more than just informational knowledge. Moreover, it is a conglomeration of many different life skills and practices such as learning how to apply learned informational knowledge to real-life scenarios, learning how to appropriately and effectively interact with others, learning how to listen and follow directions, and more. In his article about the purpose of education, Murray (2023) proposes that learning “secures positive change through acquisition of skills and understanding.” This idea about the results of learning proves that learning is certainly more than strictly gaining informational knowledge. 
Instructional Practice
	In order for a teacher to provide their students with everything they need to succeed, they must institute various instructional practices. According to the famous educational illustration of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, students must have their basic needs met before effective learning can occur (Montag, et al., 2020 p. 1). In order to ensure that students’ emotional needs are being met, teachers must build and maintain a positive learning environment. Teachers can create a positive learning environment by displaying positivity and treating the students kindly. They can also help build this positive learning environment by intentionally making the effort to establish a relationship with each student and showing them that they are cared for and loved. Additionally, making an effort to praise students for demonstrating a good attitude and setting clear expectations can help foster a sense of order in the classroom. Each student should be made clear what is expected of them and ensured that they will be given what they need in order to succeed if they are willing to work. 
In addition to creating a positive classroom environment where students feel safe and able to learn, another important instructional practice that should be implemented is culturally responsive teaching. Culturally responsive teaching occurs when a teacher focuses on celebrating and affirming the various student cultures by incorporating them into the curriculum and lessons. Culture can be implemented in the classroom by the teacher simply utilizing books that represent a culture during class readings, celebrating the various culturally relevant holidays, learning about historically culturally important events, and more. Culturally responsive teaching helps students be more receptive to learning which in turn helps them succeed in life. 
Teacher-Learner Relationships
Establishing a clear and appropriate teacher-learner relationship in the classroom is beneficial because it allows the students to understand what their role is and what the teacher’s role is. It helps them understand how they are expected to act and how they must treat the teacher. The teacher should be the leader of the class demonstrating how the students are to act and modeling appropriate behavior. In his book about teacher leadership, author Kenneth Leithwood (2003, Chapter 7) highlighted that teacher leadership entails establishing expectations and facilitating practices that support meeting the goal. Not only should teachers act as the leader of the class who sets the rules, expectations, and goals, but they should also act as a guide who seeks to foster relationships with the students, show love and care, listen and support the students, and encourage the students to pursue their interests and explore their curiosity. Teachers need to establish a relationship with their students that is not one of dictatorship and harsh rules, but one of collaboration and guidance. This is key in supporting student success. 


Diversity
	Diversity plays an important role in the classroom culture and affects how the teacher should teach and what additional supports may be needed in order for the best opportunity for effective learning to occur. Each student deserves to be supported in the best way possible as all children have been created in the image of God according to Genesis 1:27 in the Bible which therefore gives them inherent and priceless value. Diversity in the classroom includes cultural diversity—which is exceptionally important—but is not limited to it. Classroom diversity also includes gender, race, socioeconomic status, learning preferences and level, and more. In order to support student success, teachers must be intentional about providing the necessary differentiation needed for different types of learners while also incorporating representation of diverse people types into the curriculum and lessons. This shows the students that they are seen, valued, and understood which helps foster a successful learning environment. 
Conclusion
	In conclusion, the role of a teacher who desires student success extends far beyond simply passing on information to the students. They accept the responsibility of preparing their students and equipping them with what they need in order to succeed in life. While that does include imparting information so the students can gain knowledge, it includes much more. Fostering a positive, inclusive, and culturally responsive learning environment helps in providing the students with what they need to flourish. It helps the students understand that they are in a safe space where they can achieve their goals and reach their potential. Supporting students to succeed in life is what education is all about, and teachers must accept this responsibility and take the necessary steps to ensure their students receive the best education possible. 
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