PROFESSIONAL GROWTH		2






Professional Growth

Samuel Pedersen
Liberty ID: L34954792
EDAS 699 Internship








Author Note
Samuel Pedersen
I have no known conflict of interest to disclose. 
Correspondence concerning this article should be addressed to Samuel Pedersen.     Email: stpedersen@liberty.edu
	Liberty University, and more specifically, the Liberty University School of Education, has been instrumental in my professional growth over the past two years. The course work, as well as the practicum and internship opportunities, have shaped my leadership abilities, stretching me to become more than I was before entering this program. I have felt real joy in some courses, such as School Law, School Administration, and Foundations for Educational Leaders, which have been extremely engaging and educational. Other classes, such as School Finance and Management, School Leadership in Diverse Settings, and Educational Assessment and Intervention, have pushed me outside my comfort zone, allowing me to sharpen and diversify my leadership abilities. Looking back, I entered this program with a minimal knowledge of what educational leadership is; I now feel prepared to lead a school next school year.
By reviewing the NELP standards, and applying them to nearly all of the coursework I have completed in this program, I feel that my professionalism has grown in the past two years. Developing a vision and mission for a school with a diverse cast of stakeholders is essential to school success. Placing an importance on ethics and professional norms is essential for school administrators. Schools must be a place where equality can be displayed. As a school leader, I am more than just a manager, I am a leader in my community, and I must carry myself like one. Effective operations will impact efficiency and improve school management. With the NEPL standards in mind, professional growth should not be considered optional. 
	Keeping that in mind, the program has helped me prioritize using the NELP standards to dictate my own actions. The practicum and internship experiences have been the most beneficial for applying these standards to real-world experiences. Additionally, assignments that called for implementing changes into a school setting, whether during the hands-on work, or within the framework of an essay, have helped me grow in my understanding of using the NELP standards to make decisions. I intend to keep these standards in mind as I enter my school leadership role next school year. Fortunately, The Liberty School of Education has solidified these ideals into my subconscious. 
