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	Existing Policy

	In my current district there is presently no policy in place for appropriate student usage of school provided technology within the classroom or school setting. 



	Narrative Describing the Process Used in Selecting the Topic and in Evaluating the Ethical and/or Legal Dimensions of the Issue

	 The process I used to select my current policy proposal was based on firsthand classroom experience. A prevalent issue that is now taking place in many middle and high schools across the country is the destruction and misuse of school provided technology by students. This is not just a misuse of the powerful tool which is the internet; my district does a thorough job of placing content blocks and filters to protect the students from viewing inappropriate material. The issue that is being discussed through this policy proposal is the blatant disrespect of school-provided hard hardware like Chromebook laptops by students. There is at this time no policy in place to discourage students from damaging these types of materials. Teachers within my district have recently been complaining about students trying to mimic viral internet trends that show students literally tearing apart school provided laptops, sticking pencil lead into the charging ports, and/or sticking these laptops into the school toilets. 
Typically, schools encourage students to be responsible and hold themselves accountable when they violate a type of policy set in place by a school district. However, with the use of modern internet technology at the disposal of virtually all students in secondary schools, the temptation to copy current trends is proving too much for many students to resist. While it is an obvious statement that not all students within a public-school setting could be considered Christians, believers today understand that we are to be respectable in our actions. Titus 2:7 states, “Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity” (English Standard Bible, 2016, Titus 2:6). This verse is a reminder that believers should act uprightly. Following this principle, and instilling it in the hearts and minds of the student body is not only a way to live out the gospel message of Christ, it is a way to protect those whom the school administrator is responsible for. Claxton el al. states, “the virtuous school seeks to provide for the whole student—academically, physically, and socially—and honors respect” (Claxton, 2019, p. 8). Aside from the financial cost that this can inflict on a school, the nature of these acts could result in the physical harm of a student, especially when improperly handling technology. 
As previously mentioned, there is no policy in place to discourage students from partaking in these mischievous and dangerous acts. The school board for my district has yet to address this issue. “The school board has a leading responsibility for establishing high quality standards and system priorities centered on enhancing student achievement” (Essex, 2016, p. 7). It is my hope that a solution to this issue can soon be adopted to protect our students and uphold our mission statement. 




B. Ethical Analysis
	Relevant MCEE Principles used in Analysis

	Principle V.D.2
	Principle V.D.2: Promoting the benefits and clarifying the limitations of various appropriate technological applications with colleagues, appropriate school personnel, parents and community members

	
	This principle has been selected because it addresses the action of reaching out to the community about the appropriate usage of school provided technology. In order to win over the hearts of the students, the district must win over the hearts of the students’ families. The home is where the most influence takes place in the lives of students. Communicating appropriately to parents/guardians about the challenges the district is facing when it comes to keeping technology intact will help mold the minds of the students. Trying to tackle this issue by enforcing school policy is only one step towards changing students’ behaviors. While students will likely always get into trouble of some sort, convincing parents to have conversations with their students about the potential risks of actions like destroying school property will lead to the formation of a more productive and fruitful learning environment. 

	Principle II.C.3
	Principle II.C.3: Protecting students from any practice that harms or has the reasonable potential to harm.

	
	This principle has been selected because it demonstrates cerebration on the topic of student’s physical wellbeing. When students begin to dismantle technology provided by the school, they open up the potential for significant injury. Exposed wires can lead to an electric shock being sent into one’s body. In minor cases, this will simply shock the student; in more serious cases, this electric current could lead to serious injury or death. It is the responsibility of the adults to protect the students, even if that means protection from themselves. Understanding the principle of respect, of oneself and of others, will be beneficial for students and adults alike. 

	Principle V.A.2
	Principle V.A.2: Staying current with trends and uses of school technology

	
	This principle has been selected because understanding the trends of current technology allows adults to anticipate and mitigate the destruction a student can inflict on a piece of technology, like a Chromebook laptop. While staying on top of current trends is generally thought of as a way to promote and introduce positive trends into a classroom, it is also a way to understand what negative trends are being promoted online. Students are especially impressionable. Unfortunately, they have access to the negative aspects of the side effects of the internet. The trends that students try to mimic can lead to many issues for the students and school district alike, which is why staying current with trends is an imperative task for school teachers and administrators. 
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