


Legal Entanglement Project: Part 3 – Policies and Procedures

Samuel Pedersen
School of Education, Liberty University








Author Note
Samuel Pedersen
I have no known conflict of interest to disclose. 
Correspondence concerning this article should be addressed to Samuel Pedersen.     Email: stpedersen@liberty.edu


		2

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES		2







 Legal Entanglement Project: Part 3 – Policies and Procedures
Background and Root Causes
[bookmark: _Toc31899674][bookmark: _Toc529449460][bookmark: _Toc529359668]In understanding the policy proposal that is being created to address the current challenge of students destroying school provided technology, like Chromebooks, it is necessary to look back at the factors that influenced this policy creation in the first place. However, understanding the background of the situation does not directly explain the root cause of the problem. The following short section will detail the factors that led to the birth of this idea, as well as explain the perceived root causes, that influence students to participate in the “Chromebook Challenge” in the first place. 
In May of the 2024-2025 school year, a TikTok trend started plaguing school districts across the nation. This trend, titled “Chromebook Challenge” depicted students of varying ages, primarily secondary age students, videoing themselves destroying school provided laptops in the middle of classroom settings. This trend, reminiscent of the 2021 “Devious Licks” TikTok Challenge quickly spread across young TikTok users’ feeds, much to the vexation of school staff members across America. This trend was no stranger to Cardinal Community School District, which had multiple reports of students finding various ways to destroy school Chromebooks. Multiple teachers in the district reported students sticking pencil leads into the charging ports of Chromebooks, causing the devices to start smoking internally and externally. It was obvious to the staff that a solution to this issue must be created. 
It is understood that there are several factors influencing students to take part in this challenge, making the root cause twofold. The first factor prompting students to destroy school provided technology is ignorance. While students understand that there is some type of scientific reaction between the pencil lead and the Chromebook, many students do not believe that there is apparent harm to their action. This is an assumption based on ignorance of science. Students not only put themselves in great danger by attempting this “challenge,” they also put their classmates and anyone else in the vicinity in danger. Fires have been caused as a result of this trend, and students have been convicted of attempted arson, which is a serious offence. Educating students on the dangers of this trend is one step in decreasing the likelihood that it will happen. 
 The second factor that influences students is a promise of social popularity among peers, although this promise has proved to be false. Many students attempt viral trends in order to gain social prestige among peers. However, these trends do not lead to popularity; in reality, attempting to destroy school equipment only leads to trouble, and can set a young person down a pathway of vandalism and crime. The previous claim may seem extreme, but it is a fact that early onset delinquency is a “a well-established predictor of subsequent offending” (Lee, 2025). Parents must be made aware of the harm that participation in the “Chromebook Challenge” can have on their children. While teachers and school administrators may not have the influence on a child to prevent them from this action, parents most assuredly do have significance on their children, and with the support of parents, this trend can be brought to an end. 
Development of Policy and Procedures
Proposal of Policy
The following policy is a new proposal to be implemented into Cardinal Community School Districts school policy, effective immediately: CCSD students will not purposely destroy, tear apart, and/or intentionally harm school technology equipment, such as Chromebooks or iPads, either on or off of school grounds. If students engage in these types of actions they will receive an out of school suspension lasting for the length designated by school administration. Additionally, students, and their families will be held responsible for covering all financial expenses involved in repairing or replacing the damaged equipment. CCSD is also in a position to pursue legal action against the student(s) who committed the act, if deemed appropriate by the superintendent of schools. 
Expected Results
The implementation of the above policy will create a safer environment for all CCSD students and staff. Without the threat of fires starting, electrocutions happening, or other types of dangers happening as a result of the “Chromebook Challenge” school staff will be able to focus on classroom management, instruction, and the overall success of their students. Students who do not participate in the challenge will not have to worry about the distraction that the act of destroying school technology creates in the classroom. Those who would have otherwise been tempted to participate in the challenge will possess a richer understanding of the dangers involved in the challenge, as well as the consequences that would take place if destructive actions were carried out. Parents will not only have an opportunity to build trust with their children by explaining the risks involved in taking part in this type of activity, they will also ensure that their child is safer while at school. Although there will always be challenges when it comes to keeping students engaged with classroom instruction, and students will undoubtedly still find ways to get into trouble, limiting the severity of their actions will ensure a more successful learning experience to take place for all involved. 
Advocating for Proposed Policy and Procedures
Communicating the new policy and procedures will take the right communication to convince all stakeholders that it is the right decision for part of the school. With that being said, school staff will likely take the least amount of convincing to receive support. A school-wide meeting will take place at the beginning of the school year before students arrive. During this meeting, a review of the new policy will be presented to all school staff. This will ensure that all staff hear the same message; a time for questions will take place following the initial presentation. Staff that witness students participating in the action of destroying school technology will report the action to school administration as soon as possible. 
Parents will be the next set of stakeholders that need to understand the new policy. Parents will be encouraged in several ways to speak with their students about the dangers of the “Chromebook Challenge.” Messages will be sent out via school wide communication text messages, X (Twitter), and Facebook with a graphic depicting the dangers of the “Chromebook Challenge.” These graphics will also include the new school policy and the consequences for breaking the school policy. These messages will be sent out as soon as the policy is enacted, which would likely be during the June school board meeting. It is imperative that the school board enact this policy, as their “role involves the formulation of school district policy” (Essex, 2016, p. 4). Several more messages will be sent over Facebook and X to encourage parents to speak with their children about the dangers of damaging school materials. 
Students will also be able to see the policy messaging that will take place on social media over the summer. When school begins, students will be taught the dangers of destroying school technology. This instruction will not be lengthy, yet it will occur at varying times across the school year. These lessons, although carrying a serious message, will be relatable to students; they will be created by student leaders, potentially student council members. Students will be more likely to respond well if they hear the message from their peers, although school staff will frequently reinforce the message. 

References
Essex, N. L. (2016). School law and the public schools (6th ed.). Pearson.
Lee, Y. (2025). Continuity in criminal behavior: the interplay of early-onset delinquency and victimization. Crime & Delinquency, 00(0). https://doi.org/10.1177/00111287251331572


