EDUC 225 PRESENTATION SIMULATION REFLECTION TEMPLATE 

Teacher Candidate: Tirzah Gusick	
Topic Taught: 	Geometry (Origami)			 					Date: 10/30/25

Watch your video several times to analyze the presentation. Record the information requested. Use the data collected to make necessary changes in the next presentation.

Record a mark each time a filler word was used. I I I I I I I I I

All sections below should be addressed with thorough responses; phrases and incomplete sentences are not acceptable. Key words such as "since", "because", "through", "using" etc. should be seen throughout the document explaining the way that various competencies were met.  Be sure to include things you would change in your lesson in order to improve your effectiveness as an instructor.


	TOPIC
	Your Reaction to your Performance about the Topic

	Preparation                     What did you do before class to make sure your presentation would be effective and run smoothly? 
	       
      Before my presentation, I thoroughly researched my topic to make sure I could teach my lesson clearly and accurately. I then rehearsed in front of others to build confidence and refine my delivery. One final step in my preparation was checking all my materials and technology beforehand to prevent any technical issues. 


	Instructional Strategies   Describe the different strategies you chose.  Be specific!  How will the strategies you chose affect the learning and involvement of students? Do you feel these strategies will be effective?  Why or why not?
	
      I chose three key strategies to teach effectively through my lesson. The strategies I chose incorporated hands-on learning, visual demonstrations, and guided practice. The origami was a hands-on activity that helped the students both observe and apply the basic properties of a triangle in an interactive way.

	Planned Supports
What planned supports did you prepare and use in your lesson?  Would you change or use different supports if you could?  Why or why not?
	 
      I had a good balance of planned supports throughout my lesson at Smith Mountain Lake Christian Academy. I provided a power point to keep the students engaged throughout my lesson. This power point also helped me stay on track with my lesson. I included step-by-step visual instructions in the slideshow, which helped students follow along and fold the origami correctly. Although I believe my planned supports were highly successful, in the future I may incorporate more hands-on manipulatives for the students to engage with shapes and encourage independent exploration of geometric concepts.


	Diversity / Differentiation
How will you differentiate instruction to meet needs of diverse learners?  
	
      To meet the needs of diverse learners, I can differentiate instruction in a few different ways. Instructional materials can be changed with visual instructions, simplified templates, or slightly more complex folding challenges to match the students’ different skill abilities. My learning supports can be easily adjusted to provide better clarity, helping students who need additional language or learning support. I could also offer more forms of engagement, so students can engage with geometric concepts in ways that match their individual learning styles. I also believe it’s wise and helpful to be checking in on your students individually to ensure that all students can participate successfully and feel confident in their education.
    

	Closure
How will you close your lesson and summarize / solidify important concept(s) for your students? Do you feel your closure will reinforce the concept?  Why or why not?
	
         For the closure of this lesson, I will guide students through a reflection and interactive activity. Students will display their origami shapes and identify key geometric concepts such as sides, angles, vertices, and folds. I can ask guiding questions such as, “How many sides does your shape have?” This will reinforce understanding and encourage discussion throughout the classroom. I feel that this closure will support the concept because it allows the class to reflect on their learning and discuss it among their other classmates.


	Voice & “Teacher Presence”
How was your volume?  Your Filler Words?  Did you have a commanding presence as the facilitator of instruction?  
	
      I believe my volume was generally clear and audible. There were points in the lesson where some students became less attentive. The second-grade group was very expressive and talkative. This made it slightly more challenging to keep them engaged. I also noticed that I used too many filler words, such as “um” and “like,” which sometimes interrupted the flow of my instructions. Overall, I maintained a strong presence and effectively facilitated the lesson. Moving forward, I plan to be more deliberate with my speech, reduce filler words, and use stronger eye contact and body language to maintain a confident teacher presence and keep students focused. 


	Professionalism
Dress? Disposition?  Interactions?
	     
     I maintained a professional appearance by dressing within the guidelines that we were told. This not only helped the student understand who we were but also helped establish competence with the students. I believe that I maintained an approachable demeanour allowing interactions with students and colleagues to be respectful and supportive. This models the behaviour I expected in the classroom. 

	Teaching Competencies (from InTASC Standards)
List the assigned competencies for the specific lesson.  Describe in detail HOW you met each one.
	Standard 2 – Learning Differences: Plan and implement instruction that meets diverse learner needs.

       I designed the origami lesson to align with 2nd and 3rd graders’ cognitive and fine-motor development. The students learning style and developmental stage are supported through step-by-step visual guides, hands-on folding activities, and verbal explanations.

Standard 3 – Learning Environments: Create safe, engaging, and inclusive learning environments.
   
       I believe I differentiated instruction by providing simple and advanced origami templates, guided prompts, and opportunities for classroom collaboration to support students with different skill levels and learning needs.
      
Standard 4 – Content Knowledge: Demonstrate knowledge of the subject matter and make it accessible to students.

      I demonstrated an understanding of geometry concepts such as shapes, symmetry, and angles. I modeled each fold and discussed geometric properties, ensuring that students could connect the activity to the foundation of geometry. 




	My Areas of Strength
	My Areas which will require Future Growth

	
· I kept the students engaged throughout the lesson.

	
· Developing ways to manage transitions and collaborative discussion to use class time efficiently.

	
· Lesson objectives were clear, measurable, and aligned with standards.

	
· Use less filler words (“um,” “like”) to maintain a smoother, more commanding presence.

	
· The lesson incorporated hands-on learning to engage learning styles.

	
· Strengthen the clarity of instruction to guarantee that all students are getting along.



ESSAY / SUMMARY SECTION: (Each question should have a minimum of 1 paragraph with at least 5 complete sentences.  Do not exceed 3 paragraphs.)

1.) Type a summary paragraph(s) of the evaluations you received from the class.

	Based on the evaluations I received from the class, students said they felt engaged and enjoyed the origami activity. Many also noted that the step-by-step instructions and visual power point made the lesson easier to follow. It also helped them to understand the geometric properties of a triangle such as sides, vertices, and angles. Some mentioned that specific parts of my lesson felt a little fast-paced, and that I used too many filler words. This may have slightly disrupted the flow of instruction. Overall, the feedback emphasized that the lesson was interactive and clear and gave me corrective criticism to opportunities for slowing down sections. Moving forward, my goal is to refine my delivery to make the lesson most effective for learners.


2.) Type a paragraph(s) about what you will do differently to improve your effectiveness as a teacher.

To improve my effectiveness as a teacher, my goal is to reduce filler words and to speak more confidently. I can adapt the pacing of the lesson to ensure that all learners have enough time to follow instructions, ask questions, and fully engage. I think it would also be wise to incorporate more differentiated instructional supports to meet diverse learning needs. By improving classroom management and including structured opportunities for collaboration, I can allow students to stay engaged through the lesson. These small improvements should support a more focused, and effective classroom.




	GRADING POINT SYSTEM

	Earned
	Possible
	Criterion

	
	10
	Completion of all sections

	
	15
	Evidence of reflective thought / Evidence for accuracy of statements

	
	25
	INITIAL TOTAL

	
	
	-10 if excessive mechanical errors (eg fragment sentences and grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors) 

	
	25
	FINAL TOTAL



