EDUC 225 TEACHING SIMULATION REFLECTION TEMPLATE 
 (If you will be absent the following class period after you present, you must send it in by a roommate or friend
 so they then can  turn it in before class or it will be considered late.)

Teacher Candidate: Tirzah Gusick	              Section: 001	                 Class #: EDUC 225

Topic Taught: Life Cycle of the Monarch Butterfly	Presentation # 4	Date: November 7 (2025)

For Lesson 2 Only:  Please mark an “X” by Yes or No.

	 X  Yes
	___ No
	On my honor, I have submitted my LP2 and Reflection 2 to CORE.



Watch your video several times to analyze the presentation. Record the information requested. Use the data collected to make necessary changes in the next presentation.

Record a mark each time that you called a student by name. 0
Record a mark each time a filler word was used. I I I I I I I I I 
Record a mark for each convergent (one answer only) question that you asked. I I I I
Record a mark for each divergent question you asked. I I I 

Record a mark each time a modality is addressed. 
Visual I I I I 		     Auditory I I I I I	             Kinesthetic I I 
   
All sections below should be addressed with thorough responses; phrases and incomplete sentences are not acceptable. Key words such as "since", "because", "through", "using" etc. should be seen throughout the document explaining the way that various competencies were met.  Be sure to include things you would change in your lesson in order to improve your effectiveness as an instructor.


	TOPIC
	Your Reaction to your Performance about the Topic

	Preparation                     What did you do before class to make sure your lesson would be effective and run smoothly? How did you physically prepare the classroom and materials before the lesson?
	
        Before my lesson, I reviewed each of my learning objectives to make sure each part of my lesson aligned to the skills each student needed to achieve throughout the lesson. I rehearsed transitions, potential areas of misunderstanding, and prepared scaffolding and questions to each learner. I also checked that all the technology was functioning properly. Lastly, I organized my timing for each section of the lesson so that the pacing would remain purposeful and engaging.


	Student Assets
How did you use student assets to influence the way you planned and implemented the lesson? Was this effective?  Why or why not?
	        I used my first graders’ assets by utilizing their curiosity about nature, experience with insects, and strength as young observers. I decided to use simple definitions and vocabulary because I knew this would help them to remember and learn best. Throughout the lesson, I encouraged each student to discuss and share their own experiences with butterflies. This allowed them to reflect and connect new information to what they have learned in the past. This was an effective approach because each student was engaged and showed a strong understanding of the life cycle. There was a handful of students who acquired extra support with knowing each stage in order. Therefore, I’d include more picture cards to reinforce the order next time. 


	Set                                            Describe your “set” (the way you opened your lesson).  How did you begin your lesson in order to gain student interest?  Was it effective?  Why or why not?
	
         I began my lesson by providing a close-up picture of a caterpillar turning into a chrysalis. I then asked the students engaging questions such as, “What do you think is happening here?” This immediately sparked curiosity and discussion. In addition to this attention getter, I allowed them to raise their hands and share a time they had seen a caterpillar or butterfly. This helped them to connect personally to the topic. I believe my “set” was effective because it allowed the students to be engaged and excited to learn what happens in the life cycle right from the start of the lesson. The student’s interest carried throughout the entire lesson and helped to build on their previous knowledge.

	Instructional Strategies   Describe the different strategies you chose.  Be specific!  How did the strategies you chose affect the learning and involvement of students? Do you feel these strategies were effective?  Why or why not?
	
        I utilized multiple strategies to support my students learning. This included visuals of each stage of the butterfly’s overall life cycle. I also included think-pair-share time to get all students talking, and a hands-on activity such as putting the stages in order. Each of these strategies kept the students engaged, supported each learning styles, and made the overall strategy to be more understandable. I believe they were effective because each student was able to complete the assessment while meeting the learning objective. 


	Planned Supports
What planned supports did you prepare and use in your lesson?  Were these supports effective for all students?   Why or why not?  Would you change or use different supports if you could?  Why or why not?
	        For my lesson on the butterfly’s life cycle, I used specific supports such as diagrams, charts, definitions, and assessment activities. These overall worked well for the students, but a few still needed more assistance and support. If I were to teach this lesson again, I would add better support through reoccurring check-ins for those who need it. I would also add more options for each student to show their personal understanding through drawing or oral explanations, to better support everyone.

	Diversity / Differentiation
How did you differentiate instruction to meet needs of diverse learners?  Was your differentiation effective?  Why or why not?
	       I included differentiated instruction through my lesson by utilizing many different means of learning styles. I also provided extra supports for the few students who needed it. This differentiation was effective because it allowed students to learn the content in multiple ways. Some students needed more time, so I continued adjusting supports to meet all learners’ needs.


	Closure
How did you close your lesson and summarize / solidify important concept(s) for your students? Do you feel your closure reinforced the concept?  Why or why not?
	
        I closed my lesson through having each student complete a quick activity involving where they put the butterfly life cycle stages in order. Following this, they explained one stage to their partner. We then reviewed the correct order together by using motions. I think this closure to the lesson reinforced my learning objectives. This is because it required one to recall each stage, while using proper vocabulary. In the future, I would add even more review to fully strengthen the main idea.
    

	Student Involvement      Were you able to involve all students in the learning process? How?  Why or why not? Are there other strategies you think that could have been used to increase student involve?  If so, please describe them.
	
        Each student was involved throughout this lesson by using diagrams, hands-on sequencing, and partner sharing. These gave them many ways to participate as we learned. To increase student engagement in the future, I could add rotations and quick matching games to give all students more interactive opportunities.

	Teacher / Student Interaction
How was your rapport among students?  Were you able to interact?  Why or why not?
	
       I believe that my rapport with students was positive. I was able to interact positively throughout the butterfly life cycle lesson. I found it easy to encourage their observations and ask them questions about each stage. I found that this strong rapport made it easy for students to participate and build confidence in their understanding.

	Student Achievement       How can you prove that students met the objective of your lesson?
	
       I know students met the lesson objective because they correctly sequenced the four stages of the butterfly life cycle and explained at least one stage in their own words. Their drawings, written responses, and partner discussions showed knowledge and comprehension of the order and purpose of each stage.

	Classroom Management What strategies did you use to make sure students stayed on task and achieved the objective? Were the strategies effective?  Why or why not?
	
        I was able to use clear visual aids, and short, structured activities to help the students stay on task and focused on the learning objective. I also made my way around the room to check in, redirect, and offer support to anyone who needed it. These strategies were effective because the students stayed engaged.

	Voice & “Teacher Presence”
How was your volume?  Your Filler Words?  Did you have a commanding presence as the facilitator of instruction?  
	
       My volume mostly clear and consistent, allowing students to hear instructions without difficulty. I do believe that I could work on using less minimal filler words while to keep my explanations focused. However, I did maintained confidence throughout the lesson while giving clear directions and keeping the students focused.
    


	Professionalism
Dress? Disposition?  Interactions?
	          I was dressed in business casual and professional attire while teaching my lesson. This helped to set a positive and respectful environment. My disposition was mostly calm, encouraging, and approachable, helping students feel comfortable and confident to participate. My interactions were overall consistent, as I checked in with each student. 


	Teaching Competencies (from InTASC Standards)
List the assigned competencies for the specific lesson.  Describe in detail HOW you met each one.
	LS1.A.1
(Standard 1) Focus on engaging students in scientific inquiry.
        I met this competency by creating activities to encourage students to explore the butterfly life cycle. They were given the opportunity to observe diagrams and discuss why each stage occurs in order. Partner discussions helped them think more critically, make strong observations, and stay actively engaged.
(Standard 3) Create a supportive learning environment.
        I met this competency by fostering a safe, supportive classroom where students felt comfortable and confident in participating. My goal was to utilize a calm and approachable demeaner and simple instructions. Students were able to ask questions and share their ideas with each other. 




	My Areas of Strength
	My Areas which will require Future Growth

	
Create a supportive and engaging learning environment.

	
I should be more confident and coherent while teaching my lesson to the students.

	
Use visual aids and hands-on activities to help students understand content.
	
I need to incorporate varied assessment methods to get a better understanding of where each student is at. 

	
Encourage student participation.
	 
I should provide better additional, personal support for students who need extra help and guidance. 






ESSAY / SUMMARY SECTION: (Each question should have a minimum of 1 paragraph with at least 5 complete sentences.  Do not exceed 3 paragraphs.)

1.) Type a summary paragraph(s) of the evaluations you received from the class.

The evaluations I received from my classmates indicated that they overall felt engaged and supported during my butterfly life cycle lesson. A handful of students said the lesson was mostly engaging and a very cute idea. Many also mentioned that they enjoyed the hands-on sequencing and partner discussions throughout the lesson. However, a few students shared that they felt the content was too difficult for the age of first graders to fully understand. This difficulty was particularly evident in sequencing and academic vocabulary. The feedback showed that the lesson effectively promoted participation. This feedback helps me to adjust future lessons to ensure all students can easily understand the content being taught.


2.) Type a paragraph(s) about what you will do differently to improve your effectiveness as a teacher.


	To improve my effectiveness as a teacher, I can incorporate more differentiated supports. This will allow all students to access the lesson content. I can also have a goal to provide additional simplified explanations and definitions for the more challenging concepts, such as sequencing the butterfly life cycle. I will provide regular check-ins and work with smaller groups to support students who need the extra help and support. I will also plan to give students alternative ways to show their understanding through differentiated assessments. These strategies will help to keep each student engaged while ensuring that all learners are able to meet the lesson objectives.


	GRADING POINT SYSTEM

	Earned
	Possible
	Criterion

	
	10
	Completion of all sections

	
	15
	Evidence of reflective thought / Evidence for accuracy of statements

	
	25
	INITIAL TOTAL

	
	
	-10 if excessive mechanical errors (eg fragment sentences and grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors) 

	
	25
	FINAL TOTAL



