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Abstract
          My philosophy of education is to be a guiding light for all students. I will show them that I am invested in their future, and that I am willing to put in the work to get them where they need to be. In my opinion, all children have a drive inside of them to learn. If I provide them with the proper tools, they will exceed expectations placed on them. Showing them that I care about their thoughts and allowing them to have freedom within reason will teach them confidence in themselves and give them the power to flourish. Teaching is more than just telling kids what they need to know, but shows them that they already have the power inside themselves to obtain greatness. I believe that if I am to make an impact on students that my philosophy must rely on evidence-based practices. I will work to connect my beliefs to instructional models that I have seen in research to help improve my students engagement and growth.

Being the Guiding Light
          Childhood is the foundation of our lives and molds who we will become as adults. We can all remember a teacher who made an impact on our lives, either just educationally or emotionally as well. Many people do not see the hard work teachers put in to make this impact on their students. My goal as an educator is to be a guiding light to my students. Being a guiding light can mean many different things to different people. To me, it means giving my all to my students and providing them with the best educational experience they could dream of while also providing grace. The whole point of gaining an education is to become a well-rounded adult who can contribute to themselves and society. Which all stems back to the people who are educating us. 
Philosophy of Schools & Learning
          There are so many topics students must learn in their early years to continue to grow throughout their lives. That is why a proper education is so important and why we have schools. If it were left up to families to be the only form of education for their children, many gaps could be missing as they grow older. It is a very heavy weight to carry if you are only one person trying to teach everything someone should know throughout the entirety of their education. This is why schools are broken up into grades and subjects to make sure nothing is missed. 
          I believe that all children have the desire to learn and make up their nature as a learner. A useful learning theory I plan to follow is called Humanism. This theory states that “learners begin by learning the necessary information to meet their basic survival needs, ultimately striving to reach the top of the hierarchy, called self-actualization.” This self-actualization does not necessarily have to be for their whole life it could even just be a goal the student is setting for themselves during this specific year in which they are learning. While Humanism cannot be the only way you run a classroom in a public-school setting since it gives more freedom to the students, I do think that using it as often as possible will help students realize on their own just how important their education is. If we give students the freedom to tell us what they want to learn or think they should be learning we might be surprised at what all they wish to know. 
Instructional Practice
           When applying the Humanism theory, we are allowing students the chance to have freedom within their education. This does not have to be complete freedom but just ways in which students believe you are giving them the chance to follow their own path while being their guiding light. Ways this can be done is by having open discussions where we can hear the thoughts of each student, discussing student questions in depth, and having students explain to you ways they like to learn. While this may not work for every lesson it can be used throughout the class to build a better relationship with students and show that as a teacher you care about their feelings and future. One instructional practice I plan on implementing is a multisensory approach. This will blend direct instruction with a student-centered approach. Using this approach will engage students through auditory, visual, and tactile activities. This approach is supported by research showing its effectiveness in strengthening memory and deepening understanding while keeping students engaged. Helping all types of diverse learners in the classroom.
Teacher-Learner Relationships
          The learner’s role in the learning process can vary depending on the situation. There may be times when the learner is able to take control like when having an open discussion and times when the learner should put all of their focus into what the teacher is having them do. The teacher must always make sure they are in control of the learning process, but they should also try and give the learner as much freedom to figure out their education as possible. I believe allowing children the chance to have freedom will make them prove themselves because they want their teachers to know how hard they are trying and what they are capable of. 
Diversity
          Teachers should always take diversity seriously. There are so many ways in which someone could be different from the crowd. It could be that they are above grade level or even someone who is an English learner. While creating lessons, diversity can change a lot of the content that should be included. Making sure every student’s diversity is taken into consideration is a must. This might make for more planning, but it is a key factor in how a classroom should be ran.
Conclusion
          The main goal of my teaching is to make sure every student knows that I care enough about them as a person to try and give them the best education possible. Nothing is more important than the future of children and they cannot have a bright future without a guiding light. Showing them that I wish to hear their opinions and know how they feel will help them build a stronger relationship with me and make them more open to following my instruction for the duration of the course. There is no greater joy than making a child feel seen and heard. 
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