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Philosophy of Education
An effective educational philosophy is grounded in the idea that all children have the ability to learn and succeed when provided with the appropriate support, opportunities, and structure. As an educator, I believe that student-centered instruction paired with strong academic standards are essential to helping all students to reach their full potential in school. My goal as an educator is to create a positive and safe classroom environment where students feel challenged, motivated, and supported enough to take risks. 
I believe that each student in the classroom is unique and offers a unique set of skills and experiences to the classroom. It is because of this that it is important to recognize and respond to these student differences through intentional and differentiated instruction. While some students may need additional support, other may need a greater amount of challenging tasks in order to stay on task. It is through building strong relationships with my students and creating both an inclusive and mutually respectful classroom environment that I can ensure that each student that walks into my classroom feels valued as a person and confident in their abilities.  
	Student-centered learning is at the core of my personal teaching philosophy. As an educator, I strive to meet my students where they are both developmentally and academically, using intentional instructional strategies to encourage their engagement and progress. This includes providing students with discussion based instruction, opportunities for student choice, and allowing each student to take ownership of their learning. It is when students feel actively involved and valued in the learning process that they are more likely to develop a deeper understanding of the content and stay motivated as they learn. 
While I believe that learning should be a student-focused process, I also believe that strong content standards and high student expectations play a critical role in the development and overall success of the student.  Standards help to provide students with consistency, structure, and clear learning goals. I believe that students should be pushed and held to high expectations, while also receiving adequate support and differentiation to best set them up to achieve these high goals. It is through balancing support with rigor that I can help students to grow academically and best prepare them for future success. 
I also believe that projects and various other forms of hands-on learning opportunities are crucial for students to partake in. These opportunities also allow for students to collaborate with their peers and gain knowledge from the experience of others. When learning becomes a meaningful experience, students are actively engaged in instruction, rather than just passively receiving the information. It is through incorporating hands-on learning activities and peer collaboration activities that’s students are able to further explore concepts, develop important social skills, and learn to think critically. Peer collaboration allows for students to build communication skills that are essential both inside and outside of the classroom, learn from one another, and learn to share their ideas in a respectful manner. 
A final key component of my educational philosophy is the importance of creating a positive and safe learning environment. I firmly believe that students learn best when they feel encouraged, supported, and safe. It is through building a strong relationships with my students, maintaining clear academic and behavior expectations, and fostering a strong sense of community that I aim to create a warm and inviting classroom. I believe that when students feel safe in their learning environments, they feel more comfortable expressing themselves and taking risks. Encouraging both creativity and curiosity helps my students to develop a larger lover for learning that extends beyond the walls of my classroom.
My educational philosophy is centered on the idea that all students are capable of success when they are provided with meaningful support, high expectations, and engaging and exciting learning opportunities. It is through the combination of student centered learning, strong academic standards, hands-on learning opportunities, and a positive classroom environment that I strive to support my students as they grow academically, emotionally, and socially. My goal as an educator is to inspire within my students a lifelong love of learning that extends past the classroom and to help them reach their fullest potential. 
